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To the Honorable the General Assembly : 



Gentlemen :— The Twenty- Second Annual Report upon the Registration of 
Births, Marriages and Deaths in Rhode Island is herewith presented. 

This report has been prepared by Dr. Edward T. Caswell, and presents the 
vital statistics for the year ending December 31st, 1874, with the usual reca- 
pitulatory Tables and with additional comments. 

The number of Births for the year was G,466, or 444 more than in 1873; the 
number of Marriages 2,541, or 89 less than in 1873; and the number of Deaths 
4,229, or 174 less than in 1873. 

During the twenty-two years and six months since the commencement of 
the present system of Registration, i.e., from June 1st, 1852, to December 
31et, 1873, the records in the whole State have been as follows : children bom, 
98,914; persons married, 83,246; persons died, 64,515; showing in the aggre- 
gate a record of the birth, marriage or death of 246,675 persons. 

This report also includes an abstract of the returns of Divorces for the year 
1874, from which it appears that there were 242 Divorces gi*anted by the Su- 
preme Court, or 69 more than in 1873. 

In the preparation of this report the Census of 1875 has been used, as being 
more likely to furnish true statistical data, than the preceding Census of 1870. 

I am happy to report that the returns for the year are more complete than 
they have been heretofore. 

JOSHUA M. ADDEMAN, 

Secretary of Stable. 
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NOTE. 



Since the last pages of this Report were printed, my attention has been drawn 

to the statement in the last line of page 98, relative to the mortality of the 

City of Newport. The presumption is, that the returns from Newport do not 

embrace the entire mortality, and that if all the deaths were systematically 

reported, the rate of the mortality, per 1,000 of the population, would be larger 

than represented. 

E. T. C. 
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Table II. Births, 1874. 
Arranged by Months, Sexes, and Divisions of the State. 





SEX. 


1 

Is 


DIVIS10S8 OF THE BTATB, 


MOI^THS. 


Jj 


t 

s 


1 


'i 

Si 
11 


1 

1 


5 


January. ... 

Febniarr.... 

March 

Apiil 

May 

June 

July 


Males 

Females 

Tolal 

Mates 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Feniftles .... 
Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 


235 

231 
466 

■259 
227 
486 

250 
283 
533 

225 
225 
450 

265 
239 
504 

318 
283 
601 

295 
280 
575 


20 
11 
31 

11 

7 
18 

10 
1.5 
25 

5 
12 
17 

10 
14 
24 

18 
17 

35 

10 
18 
28 


12 
11 

23 

16 

20 
35 

8 
12 
21. 

19 

10 
29 

13 
12 

25 

10 
15 
34 

20 
15 
35 


7 
12 
19 

20 
*15 

35 

IG 
24 
40 

18 
7 
25 

22 
13 
35 

17 
17 
34 

24 
18 
42 


81 
82 
163 

96 
66 
162 

73 
83 
156 

72 

84 
166 

85 
88 
173 

100 
81 
181 

113 

7« 
191 


102 
103 
205 

102 

ion 

202 

123 
128 
251 

S9 
96 
195 

117 

94 
211 

147 
128 
275 

112 
126 
238 


13 
12 
25 

15 
19 
34 

20 
21 
41 

12 
16 
28 

13 
18 
36 

17 
25 
42 

16 
25 
41 
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Table IT. Births, 1874. — Continued. 





SEX. 


1 


DIVISIONS OF THE BTATB. 


MONTHS. 


1 


I 
I 


j 


i 

1 


1 
1 


5 


August . ... 
September. . 
October .... 
November . . 
December.. . 


Males 

Females 

Total 

MflleB 

Females .... 
Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Ma1ea 

Females 

Total 


285 
282 
667 

282 
258 
540 

314 

280 
594 

277 
307 
584 

306 
260 
566 


e 

19 
25 

20 
27 

13 
13 
26 

18 
26 

i 


13 
34 

18 
27 
45 

20 
10 

30 

19 
26 
45 

22 
13 
35 


25 
21 

46 

18 
20 
38 

23 

81 
54 

13 
26 
89 

18 
40 


97 

96 
193 

110 
93 
203 

107 
83 
190 

93 
97 
190 

89 
80 
169 


122 
115 

237 

100 
94 
194 

123 
125 
248 

119 
135 
254 

144 

126 
270 


14 

18 
32 

16 
17 
33 

28 
13 
46 

15 
15 
30 

20 
12 
32 


■Whole Year 


Males 

Femiiles 

Total 


3,311 

3,1.^5 
6,466 


150 
152 
302 


206 
184 
390 


225 
222 

447 


1,U6 
1,011 
2,127 


1,410 
1,370 
2,780 


204 
216 

420 
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Table IV. MARRIAGES, 1874. 
Arranged by Months and Divmom of the State. 



February 

March 

First Quarter . . 

April 

May 

Second Qnarler, 

July 

August 

September 

Third Quarter. . 

October 

Novemlier 

December 

Fourth Quarter 

Whole Year. . . . 



114 



93 



336 
3 1,178 : 
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Table V. AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED, 1874. 





AGES OF WOBES. 


S 


AGES OF MEN. 




3 


S 

S 
3 


2 
S 


1 
S 


4 

2 

S 


2 
S 


8 


S 

a 
s 




i 


3 
S 


1 






83 
430 
112 
30 
6 
1 
6 

1 


16 
492 
333 
65 
U 
9 
3 
2 
1 


4 
85 
205 
106 
41 
28 
12 
2 
4 
2 
1 


15 
23 
63 
32 
17 
12 
5 


1 
12 
20 
24 
29 
JO 
8 
3 


1 

2 
3 

9 
10 
10 
9 
7 

e 

3 

J 


2 

1 
3 

11 
5 
8 


1 
1 

s 
i 

6 


1 

1 

2 
2 








2 
2 

1 

2 






1,027 










156 










50 to 55 


87 
30 
































1 
















2 






























Whole Na Females.. 


667 


965 


489 


170 


112 


61 


37 


15 


b 






1 


7 


2,541 
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Table VI.— DEATHS, 1874. 
Arranged by Mmths^ Sexes and Divisions of the State, 





SEX. 


• 
0) 


DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 


MONTHS. 


P 


• 


• 

g 


* 
• 

o 
u 


• 


• 

o 








1 


a 

s 
o 


t 






^ 

c 






02 


^H 


o 


o 


2 ^ 


•o 


M4 






O 


1 


c 






1 


1 


January 


Males 


183 


9 


6 


13 


57 


89 


9 




Females 


168 


10 


13 


11 


53 


67 


U 




Total 


351 


19 


19 


24 


110 


156 


23 


Februar}'. . • 


Males 


142 


12 


7 


10 


50 


56 


7 




Females 


164 


7 


2 


13 


45 


86 


11 




Total 


306 


19 


9 


23 


95 


142 


18 


March 


Males 


167 
153 


4 
11 


6 
5 


13 

7 


64 
45 


68 

78 


12 




Females 


7 




Total 


320 


15 


11 


20 


109 


146 


19 


April 


Males 


181 


• 6 


14 


11 


48 


y2 


10 




Females 


203 


8 


12 


9 


62 


98 


14 




Total 


384 


14 


26 


20 


110 


190 


24 


Way 


Males 


171 


7 


8 


17 


50 


79 


10 




Females 


181 


6 


20 


4 


48 


85 


18 




Total 


352 


13 


28 


21 


98 


164 


28 


•Tune, t • • • • • 




149 
160 


4 
3 


12 
5 


10 


45 
55 


74 

78 


4 




Females 


12 




Total 


309 


7 


17 


17 


100 


152 


16 


July 


Males 


196 


iO 


10 


11 


67 


88 


10 




Females 


167 


7 


10 


6 


47 


83 


14 




Total 


363 


17 


20 


17 


114 


171 


24 


August 


Males 


210 


5 


17 


13 


61 


102 


12 




Females 


226 


i 


16 


11 


73 


107 


15 




Total 


436 


9 


33 


24 


134 


209 


27 


September. . 


Males 


206 


2 


15 


17 


54 


99 


19 




Females 


180 


6 


13 


7 


59 


77 


18 




Total 


386 


8 


28 


24 


113 


176 


37 


October • • • • 


Males 


174 

185 


7 
11 


15 
14 


8 
10 


52 
57 


78 
83 


14 




Females * . . . , 


10 




Total 


359 


18 


29 


18 


109 


161 


24 


Noyember . • 


Males 


157 


4 


13 


5 


49 


77 


9 




Females 


167 


5 


13 


7 


62 


74 


6 




Total 


324 


9 


26 


12 


111 


151 


15 


December. . . 


Males 


175 


7 


16 


8 


49 


81 


14 




Females 


164 


7 


7 


10 


40 


93 


7 




Total 


339 


14 


23 


18 


89 


174 


21 


Whole Year. 


Males 


2,111 


77 


139 


136 


646 


983 


130 




Females . • . • 


2,118 


85 


130 


102 


646 


1,009 


146 




Total 


4,229 


162 


269 


238 


1,292 


1,992 


276 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1874. 
Showing the Number of each Sex in each Period of Life in every Toitm 



roi-ULJinoN, 1S73. 



Deaths, 1BT4. 



Harrington . ■ • . . 

Bristol 

Warren 

Bristol Couktv. 

Coventry , 

East Greenwich 
West Gieenwich 

Warwick 

Kent Codnty, ■ . 

Jamestown 

Little Complon, 
Middletown. . . . 

Newport 

New Shoreham. 

Portsmoutli 

Tiverton 

Newport Codntt 



],1«5 


Males. . . 




Feinoles. 


o.Hii 


Males. . . 




Females. 


4,005 


Males... 




Females. 


11,0]E 


Males. . . 




Females. 


4,58( 


Males. . . 




Females . 


3,121 


Moles. . . 




Females. 


l.l»3^ 


Males... 




Females. 


ll,61:j 


Males. . . 




Females. 


20,348 


Males. . . 




Females. 


488 


Males, . . 


iFeiiiiiles. 


l.l5(;Males. .. 


l,074,M(.lc-. .. 


FemnlcB. 


14,028M!iles. . . 


: Females. 


l,U7lMa[eB. .. 


iFeinalts. 


1,893 Males. .. 


Females. 


2,10llMale8. .. 
Females. 


21,887!MnleB. .. 




Females. 1 



2,17,1 
2,40' 

i,r)08 

1,612 

51<> 

518 

5,C84 

5,y30 

a. 881 

10,4C' 



•JHH 
905 
1,078 
1,023 
10,613 
11,274 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1874. 

and Division of the State; also the Ratio of Deaths to PopuUuio 
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1 
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1 
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3 

3 
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9 

6 
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2 

1 
2 

"1 
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6 
9 
11 
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1 
4 
3 

4 

6 
8 
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4 
2 
4 
1 
1 
9 
6 
18 
14 

1 
2 
4 
2 
1 
1 
7 
7 
8 
1 
6 
2 
3 
1 
24 
16 
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4 

1 
8 
8 
7 
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5 
1 
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4 
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1 
1 
2 
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6 
1 
1 
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1 
3 
J 
A 

8 








2 
5 
10 

2 

3 
3 
4 


2 






1 
1 


1 
3 

1 

1 

1 
1 

-2 
2 
3 
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2 

3 
3 

•2 

1 
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1 




2 
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1 
2 
2 

1 
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1 














2 
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3 
6 
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1 
5 
3 

8 
8 










1 

1 
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10 
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2 
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5 
5 
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12 
9 
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12 
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1 
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1 
1 
1 
1 
8 
1 
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•> 
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1 
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1 
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1 
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1 


6 
1 
2 
17 
11 










1 
1 
4 
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2 
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7 
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12 
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13 
10 


2 
4 


1 



12 



Twenty- Second Registration Report. 



[1874. 



Table VII.— DEATHS, 1874.— Continued. 



TOWNS 

AND DIVISIONS OF THE 

STATE. 



Burrillville. 



Cranston 



Cumberland . . . . 



East Providence.. 



Population, 1875. 



Whole 
Number 



SEX. 



Foster . . . . 
Glocester 
Johnston . 



Lincoln. 



North Providence 
North Smithfield. 



Pawtueket . . 
Scltuate . . . . 
Smithfield... 
Woon socket. 



5,249 Males. . . 

Females. 
5,688 Males. . . 

Females . 
5,673 Males. . . 

Females. 
4,336 Males. .. 

Females . 
1,543 Males. . . 

Females. 
2,098 Males. .. 

Females. 
4,999 Males. .. 

Females . 
11,565 Males. .. 

Females. 
1,303 Maes. .. 

Females . 
2,.797Males. .. 

Females. 
18,464 Males. .. 

Females . 
4,101 Males. .. 

Females. 
2,857 Males. . . 

Females . 
13,576 Males. . . 

Females. 



Prov. Co., Towns 84,249 



Providence City.. 100675 



Charlestown. 



Exeter, 



Hopkinton 

North Kingstown 
South Kingstown 



Richmond 



Westerly 



Washington Co.. 



2,6281.40 

2,621 

3,0812.03 

2,607 

2,7930.98 

2,880 

2,2571.56 

2.079 

788 0.64 

755 
1,0861.95 
1,012 



Deaths, 1874. 









H 

QQ 



1,054 
1,355 
2,760 
3,505 
4,240 
1,739 
5,408 
20,061 



Males. . . 
Females. 

Males. . . 
Females . 

Males. . . 
Females. 
Males. . . 
Females. 
Males. . . 
Females. 
Males. . . 
Females. 
Males. . . 
Females . 
Males. • . 
Females. 
Males. • . 
Females . 
Males. • • 
Females . 



2,521 
2,478 
5,563 
6,002 
620 
683 
1,350 
1,447 
8.867 
9,597 
2,002 
2,099 
1,363 
1,494 
6,356 
7,220 

41,275 
42,974 

48,741 
51,934 

534 

520 

702 

653 

1,344 

1,416 

1,709 

1,796 

2,111 

2,129 

845 

894 

2,745 

2,663 

9,990 

10,071 



1.94 
1.51 
2.99 
1.28 
1.24 
1.41 
0.87 
1.96 

1.53 

1.97 

2.08 
1.10 
1.44 
1.42 
1.27 
1.43 
1-29 
1.37 



74 

116 
56 
68 
10 
41 
97 

175 
39 
36 

230 
58 
25 

267 

1292 

1992 

22! 
15 
40 
50 
54 
25 
70 
276 



u 



g 

o 
>» 



39 

35 

62 

54 

20 

36 

33 

35 

4 

6 

22 

Id 

59 

38 

83 

92 

22 

17 

21 

15 

118 

112 

24 

34 

16 

9 

123 

144 

646 
646 

983 
1009 



11 
6 
6 
7 
4 
3 

15 
5 



01 

u 



§ 



2 
6 
5 
3 
2 
4 
2 
4 



1 

3 

5 

9 

8 

31 

21 

1 

4 

6 

1 

29 

22 

3 

2 

2 

1 

46 

25 

166 
117 

210 
193 



• * • . 



7 
3 
10 
14 
1 
1 



CO 

u 

'2 S3 

^« 

01 



1 

* • • * 

2 

4 
1 

4 

• • a • 



2 
2 
3 
1 
2 
7 
2 



6 
7 
3 
5 



. • • . 



1 
10 
17 

49 
65 

82 
94 



5 
6 
1 



6 
2 

29 
26 

46 
38 



11 


3 
2 






11 






7 






8 


1 
. • » . 






16 


2 


1 


24 


4 


1 


• • • • 


23 


8 


• • • • 


2 


27 


6 
8 






27 


• • • • 


• • • • 


27 


2 


1 


* • • • 


14 


2 


. • • * 


1 


11 


1 


1 


• • • • 


32 


6 


4 


• • • ■ 


38 


4 


1 


1 


130 


22 


6 


4 


146 


20 


4 


1 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1874.— Continued. 



Sand 
under 4. 


• 

'C aj 
P-S 
sip 
'It* P 


5 and 
under 1(«. 


• 

*p 
1 


15 and 
under 20. 


20 and 
under 80. 


30 and 
under 40. 


40 and 
under 50. 


50 and 
under 60. 


• 

*p 

2 


70 and 
under 80. 


80 and 
under 90. 


• 

u 

> 
o 

'a 
p 


• 

1 

O 


1 


6 


1 


3 


2 


2 


• • • • 


I 


3 


2 






3 


2 

3 


1 
2 


2 

1 


4 
4 


• • • • 

1 


1 
4 


1 

4 


1 
11 


4 

6 


3 

6 






2 




1 


3 


* • « • 


4 


3 


2 


4 


3 


3 


3 


4 


8 


2 




1 


9 






2 
1 


• • • • 

• • • • 


2 
4 
3 
2 


• • • • 
2 


r 

4 


• • • * 
2 
2 
4 


1 
2 
1 
1 


3 
4 

1 
2 


2 
2 
2 
2 

1 
1 
2 
3 
3 
1 
1 
2 






1 




2 
5 
6 
1 






1 






1 




. 3 


2 


1 






















1 


• • • • 

1 

• • • • 

4 
2 
5 
6 


1 
1 
1 
4 
2 
2 
3 


• • • • 

2 

1 
8 
2 
4 
3 


1 
3 
1 
2 
3 
2 
6 




2 


• • • • 


1 
1 
3 
3 
5 
5 


• • • • 


1 
1 
3 








• • • • 

2 

4 
6 
2 


4 
5 
5 
5 

8 




1 


3 
2 
4 
3 






1 






1 


• • * • 


4 
3 




6 










2 
• • • . 
2 
3 
5 


4 
1 

• • • • 


1 
1 
1 
2 

4 


• • • • 
2 

1 
2 
8 


2 

1 

2 

• • • • 

10 


1 
1 
2 

1 
7 


3 

2 

• • • • 

1 
7 


3 
2 
2 

1 
13 


1 

1. 
2 

1 
5 


3 








1 

• • * A 
















* * • • 


3 
6 






4 


6 






3 


2 


2 




2 


18 


9 


10 


6 


12 


7 


3 






2 








1 


• • • • 

2 

1 

2 

10 


2 
I 
2 
• • • • 
5 


2 
5 
2 

1 
6 


1 
3 

• • • • 

• • • • 

6 


1 

1 
1 


3 
3 

2 

2 

13 








2 


• • • • 

2 


1 
1 

4 




1 
1 

1 
3 




1 






• • • • 










5 


• • • • 




1 






3 


2 

20 


9 1 


12 
18 


20 
40 


13 
36 


8 
37 


9 
30 


12 
55 


11 
44 








21 


38 


19 


33 


10 


1 


20 


13 


40 


10 


28 


m 


49 


43 


38 


48 


56 


24 


7 


2 


33 


38 


61 


18 


28 


88 


7si 


92 


74 


69 


43 


20 


3 




26 


24 


55 


27 


40 


112 


76 


59 


74 


65 


78 


38 


10 








1 












1 
2 
2 


% • • • 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 

• • • • 
3 
7 


2 

t • • • 

3 

2 

1 



4 
3 
4 


3 
4 














1 

• • » • 


























1 






2 

1 
3 
1 
1 
1 


• • • • 

4 














• • • • 

• • • • 


2 

4 
1 


2 
1 
4 
2 
1 








2 

1 
2 

1 














1 
4 
2 
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• • • • 


3 
2 
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1 
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1 
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2 
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7 


14 


14 


19 


11 


2 


1 


3 


1 


6 


3 


11 


16 


5 


10 


10 


16 


16 


17 


6 


1 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1874— Recapitulation. 



COUNTIES. 



Bristol Co. . 



Kenj County. 



Newport Co . 



POI'UIJITION, 1875. 



I 



Whole 
Number. 



SEX. 



Prov. Co ... . 



Wasiiing'nCo 



Whole State 



1 1,019 Males. .. 
Females . 



20,348,Males. . . 
Females. 



21,887 Males. .. 
'Females. 



184.924 Males. . . 
Females . 



20,061 Males. . . 
Females. 



258,239 Males. . . 
Females. 



Deaths, 1874. 



o s 
o o 



5,142 
5,877 



9,881 
10,467 



10,613 
11,274 



90,016 
94,908 



1.47 



1.32 



^1 

c s 



1^2 
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1.08 



238 



1.773284 
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77 
85 



139 
130 



136 
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375 



131 
159 
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174 



6 
1 



9 
3 



6 3 
3! 2 
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64 



97 

71 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1874.— Recapitulatiok. 
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Table XI.— OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH, 1874. 

Shmvhig the Average Age at Death in the several occupations. Providence 
City being separated from the rest of Ih^ State, and ages under twenty 
being excluded. 
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II. Mechanics and 
Artisans. 

Baker 

Barbers , 

Blacksmiths 

Bleachers 

Brakeinen 

BvasB-liiiishers ■ .. 

Brewers 

Butchers 

Cabinet-maker... 
Calico- printers . .. 

Carpenters 

Cigar-maker , 

Clocksniith 

Confectioner. .... 

Coopers , 

Coppersmith ..... 

Dyers 

Engineers 

Engravers 

Gunsmith 

Harness- makers . 

Jewelers 

Lapper- tender. . . 
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Miller 

Millwright 

Moulders , 

Nailer 



i4 67.49 : 
853.00 



17028.33 
80 40.00 
8140.50 

40057.14 
6OC0.OO.. 

159 53.00 
,23348.54 i 
55 55.00 
5252.00.. 
4141.00 

345G0.OI1 
46 46.00 
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1853.50 
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II G0.20 
814 40.70 : 
39 39.00. 
3636.00. 
33 33.00 
1,51758.35 : 
1,63645.45 ! 
4Sl!43.lO 
2929.00 
86,86.00 . 



68 58.00 
46|4C.00 
19348.25 



i5 55.00 . 

141.00. 

3 73.00 
6 46.00. 
i2 6C.00 

4 36.00 

i251.71 



;7 37.00 
7 48.50 
19 49.86 

6 40.00 
2 22.00 

io 35.00 

17 69.00 

0.00 



6 66.00 

8 58.00 

9 GG.33 



259.33 
2 5100 
5 48.12 



28747.83.. 
S536.0q. . 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1874,— Continued. 



[1874. 



OCCC PAT IONS. 



Opera !;:-.■ OS 

Overseeis 

Painters 

Pftper-haiiger 

Paper-maker 

Patteru-makers ■ . ■ . 

Peddlei a 

Plumbers 

Polisher 

Piinters 

Riggers 

Boller-Covei-era. . . . 

Sail-makeva 

Shoe-makers 

Silvor-plater 

Stone-cutters 

Tailors 

Tauoer 

Tinsmith 

Wheelwrights 

Wire-worker 

Wood-worker 

III. Labubers. 



Coachmen. . 

Cook 

Hostlers. • ■ 
Laborers ■ ■ . 

Porters 

Teamsters. . 
Waiter 



IV. Business Men, 



Agents 

Apothecaries. . 
Bank Officers. . 

Brokers 

Book-keepers. ■ 
Car-Inspector.. 

Cashier 

Clerks 

Constable 



77.00 
2.50 

u.m 

66 00 



55.3 

61.00 



272 



839.00 
356.21 
4 74.00 
245.33 
3 53.ii8 
3636.00 
36 36.00 
11859.00 
•27 27.00 
28,28.00 



13G84.00 
5353.00 

138 46.00 
lf,5S4 51.26 

132 44.00 

596 49.6: 
28 28.00 



26062.00 
164 54,66 

88:44.00 
lGl'53.66 
21643.20 

3232.00 

8181.00 
53329.61 

73I73.OO 



38.'; 
38.00 
7.00 
2.50 
66.50 
34.00 
66.00 
56.34 
57.00 



39.00 
53. n 
74.00 

43.67 
48.(10 



36.50 



4C00 
48.80 
44.00 
47.62 
^.00 



21643, 

3 2132.00 
8l|81.00 
372|28.62 
7373.00 



1,368 44 13 
28667.20 
29036.25 



54.33 

65.00 
68.33 



36.00 

36.00 
59.00 



4,558 
215. 



54.27 
53.75 



58.50 
B2.00 
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Table XI.— OCCUPATIONS, 1874,— Continued. 



OCCUPATIONS, 



Contractor 

Court-crier 

Expressman 

Grocers 

Highway Coramis'er. 

Inn-keepers 

Janitor 

Letter-carrier 

Liquor-dealers 

Manufacturers 

Merchants 

Officer 

Policemen 

President of Ins. Co. 

Publisher 

R.R. Station Master. 

Saloon-keepers 

Traders 

Undertaker 

U. S. Coast Survej-'r. 

U. S. Service 

Watchman 

V. Professional 
Men. 

Artist • ... 

Civil Engineer 

Clergymen 

Judge 

Lawyers 

Physicians 

Teachers 

VI. Seafaring Men. 

Captains. 

Fishermen 

Mariners 

Naval Officer 

Oystermen 

VII. Soldier 



WHOLE STATE. 



O 



1 
1 
1 

11 
1 

8 
1 
1 
2 
22 
37 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
4 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 



1 
1 
6 
1 
3 
5 
2 



3 
2 
15 
1 
2 



If • 



71 

61 

65 

624 

65 

483 

66 

35 

76 

1,255 

2,151 

76 

155 

74 



64|64 

52 

20050 
143 

74 

71 

33 

64 



58 
21 
347 
64 
168 
309 
139 



234 
141 
617 
30 
151 

31 



o 
be 

& 
g 
p- 



71.00 
61.00 
65.00 
56.73 
65.00 
60.37 
66.00 
35.00 
38.00 
57,05 
58.14 
76.00 
51.67 
74.00 

.00 
52.00 

.00 
47.67 
74.00 
71.00 
33. OQ 
64.00 



58.00 
21.00 
57.83 
64.00 
56.00 
61.80 
69.50 



78.00 
70.50 
41.13 
30.00 
75.50 

31.00 



PROVIDBNCB CITY 



O 

u 

I* 

>5 



1 
1 
1 

7 
1 
1' 
1 
1 
2 

14 
23 



3 
1 



1 
2 



1 
2 

I 



6 
1 
2 

1 






71 
61 



373 



74 



35 

76 



to 

<J 

o 

DO 
-g 

o 

> 



71.00 
61.00 
65 65.00 



53.29 



^5 65.00 



74.00 



i6666.00 



35.00 
38.00 



76154.36 
1,34358.39 



74 
64 



74.00 
64.00 



136 
44 



33 



45.33 
44.00 



33.00 



6464.00 



21 

74 



41 

140 
81 



229 

30 

151 



31 



21.00 
37.00 



41.00 
70.00 
81.00 



3030 



38.17 
.00 
75.50 



31.00 



REST OF STATE. 



o 




A 




^ 


S 


«4 


^ 


o • 


bD . 


-o? 


96 




8^ 


^ 


< 



8 

14 

1 

3 



1 
1 
2 
1 



4 
1 
2 
3 
1 



3 
2 
9 



251 



62.75 



494 

808 

76 

155 



9 
DO 

< 

g 



40958.43 



52 
64 
99 
74 
71 



273 

64 

127 

169 



61.75 
57.72 
76.00 
51.67 



52,00 
64.00 
49.50 
74 00 
71.00 



5858.00 



68.25 
64.00 
63.50 
56.34 
5858.00 



23478.00 
141 70.50 
38843.11 



.dta 
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Table IX.— OCCUPATIONS, 1874,— Cootinukd. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



VIII. Females. 

Boarding-h'se keep'rs 

Dressmakers 

Laundress 

Milliner 

Nurses 

Operatives 

Saleswoman 

Seamstresses 

Servants 

Tailoresses 

Teachers 



WHOLE STATE. 



p&OTiDENCB crrr. 



o 

u 

II 



3 

5' 
V 

Ij 

11 
1 

4 

10 

3 

3 



bo . 



o 
to 

< 

o 
to 

e 
u 
o 

> 



211 

131 

72 

33 

248 

433 

32 

229 

318 

129 

175 



70.33 
2G.2U 
72.00 
33.00 
62.00 
3dM 
32.00 
57.25 
31.80 
43.00 
58.33 



o 



2 
4 



3 
3 



1 

7 
3 
1 



2 

a 

< 






13969.50 
10827.00 



19264.00 
6622.00 



2525.00 
23633.71 



129 
49 



43.00 
49.00 



REST OF STATE. 



O 

I- 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

8 
1 
3 

I 

3 



a. 

2© 



n 

► 



72 72.00 
23123.00 
72172.00 
33'33 00 
5656.00 

867;45.87 
3232.00 

204'68.U0 
8227.33 



12663.00 



OCCUPATIONS. 



RECAPITULATION. 



• • • 



Agriculturists . 

Mechanics and 

Artisans. 

Laborers 

Business Men 

Professional Men. 
Seafaring Men. . . 

Soldier 

Females 



WHOLE STATE. 



O 



All Classes, 



148 

362 

211 

143 

19 

1 
46 



953 






9,902 

17,572 

10,667 
7,566 
1,106 
1,173 
31 
2,011 



to 
o 

to 



50,028 



66.91 

48.54 

50.55 
52.90 
58.21 
51.00 
31.0C) 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 



u 

is 



17 

191 

120 

89 

7 

9 

1 



43.72 24 



52.50 



I 



458 



03 
^ • 



938 

8,885 

5,778 

4,492 

357 

410 

31 



o 
to 

< 

> 



55.18 

46.52 

48.15 
50.47 
51.00 
45.56 
31.00 



REST OF STATS. 



O 

Sri 



131 

171 

91 
54 
1^ 
14 



94439.33 



21,835 



47.67 



22 



495 



a. 



8,964 

8,687 

4,889 

3,074 

749 

763 



to 

9 

to 



1,067 



28,193 



68.43 

50.80 

53.73 
56.93 
62.42 
54.50 



48.50 



56.96 
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Table IX.— OCCUPATIONS, 1874,— Continued. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



VIII. Females. 

Boarding-h'se keep'rs 

Dressmakers 

Laundress 

Milliner 

Nurses 

Operatives 

Saleswoman 

Seamstresses 

Servants 

Tailoresses 

Teachers 



WHOLE STATE. 



o 
u 

15 

5z; 



3 
5 
1 
1 
4 

11 
1 
4 

10 
3 
3 



a> 






211 

131 

72 

33 

248 

433 

32 

22i) 

318 

129 



o 

g 

> 

< 



70.33 
2G.2() 
72.00 
33.00 
62.00 
39.36 
32.00 
57.25 
31.80 
43.00 



175158.33 



PROVIDENCE CITV. 



o 
,a 



2 
4 



3 
3 



1 

7 
3 
1 



I- 
It 

<5 






139 69.50 
10827.00 



•••••• 



192 
66 



25 
236 
129 

49 



• • • • • 

64.00 
22.00 



25.00 
33.71 
43.00 
49.00 



REST OF STATE. 



O 
u 

rt'C 



♦J 
<5 



8 
1 
3 
3 



► 

<1 



72 72.00 
2323.00 
72 72.00 
33 33 00 
5656.00 

867[45.87 
3232.00 

20468.00 
82'27.33 



126 63.00 



RECAPITULATION. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Agriculturists. . . . 
Mechanics and ) 
Artisans. j ' ' 

Laborers 

Business Men 

Professional M£n. . 
Seafaring Men. . . . 

Soldier 

Females 

All Classes 



WHOLE STATE. 



O 

,a 



148 

362 

211 

143 

19 

^3 

1 

46 



953 



9 

a® 



9,902 

17,572 

10,667 
7,566 
1,106 
1,173 
31 
2,011 



to 
o 
u 



50,028 



66.91 

48.54 

50.55 
52.90 
58.21 
51.00 
31.00 
43.72 



52.50 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 



u 

;z; 



17 

191 

120 

89 

7 

9 

1 

24 

458 






938 

8,885 

5,778 

4,492 

357 

410 

31 

944 



to 
< 

<1 



21,835 



55.18 

46.52 

48.15 
50.47 
51.00 
45.56 
31.00 
39.33 



REST OF STATE. 



O 

.a 



47.67 



131 

171 

91 
54 
1^ 
14 



22 



a. 

60"*i 



8,964 

8,687 

4,889 

3,074 

749 

763 



o 
to 

o 



1,067 



495 28,193 



68.43 

50.80 

53.73 
56.93 
62.42 
54.50 



48.50 



56.96 
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METEOROLOGICAL, 1874. 



The following Tjibles were compiled from the observiitioiis cf 
the Rev, Dv Caswell, of Providence : 



Table XIII. 

Showing Ike inean aUilude nnd range of lh4 Baromeler, the prevailing vnnds, the 
mean relative humidity, meatt cloudiness of (he sky, the number of days of rain 
or snow, and the quantity of rain and melted snow, for ea/A mtmlk qf Ihe year 
1674, and compared willt the average for i3 years. 




Jrtnimry . 

Febriiai-y. 

M>irr)i 

April.. 

May. 

Ju"/. 

August 

Septeiubi 

October . . 

Novembei' 

December. 

Whole Yenr. 



■ Nine days omltle^. 
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Table XIV. 



[1874. 



uw«/uty w» Tnean temperature, and a ct/mpnrLion toith ike average qf 43 i/eaz-s, 
the highest and lowest Cemperature, Ihe monthly range, the mean daily range, 
and the greiUesl change in twenty four hours, for each month of the year 1^74. 







i 

S 


-?=;T„v^r^ 


UOSTHS. 


i 


Is 
5S 


1 

J* 

37<^ 
57 
59 
(13 
84 

!)i> 
H5 
■•<4 
OS 
fi3 
Si 

«3 


1 

10 
Ifl 
34 

4ti 

55 
4fi 
43 
33 

18 

1 


1 

4!)° 
50 
4U 
fi 
50 
45 
35 
36 
4-2 
35 
45 
51 


h 

Hi 


„™ 


.Innuary 


31). 4° 
2H,9 
34.0 

37 n 

55 7 
H5,!-. 


3,5°+ 

":? + 

r.4 — 
fi.fi + 

II. s + 


11,7° 
14 3 

14.9 
13. y 
17.4 
16, S 
18 1) 
17.6 
14,7 
IG,0 
Ifi.S 
12,9 


3fl r 
9R r 

34 r 

39 r 
30 r 
2H r 

35 V 
28 r 
25 r 
25 r 


let. 










^pru....^.„........ ....... 














fi5.5 '.i .5 — 






a3ii. 






1 + 










Dei;ember 


30,3 7 + 

47 3 II, (i4— 


9tll. 


Whole Yenr 


92 


15,3 


34 r 


M:.y Ullh. 



In the preceding Tables, we have added columns, whicli will 
enable the reader -to compare the record of this year with the 
average of the preceding years. Thus at a glance he can deter- 
mine the excess or deficit of the qnantity of rain for each month, 
and of the quantity from the beginning of the year to the first of 
each month, he can also see how far the mean tcmpemture of 
each month departed from the average. 

It will be seen that the temperature of the entire year was 
rather more than half of one degree below the average. The 
coldest month of the year was February, and the warmest July, 
eacli <if them being a little colder than the average. The chief 
points of intei-eet in connection with the temperature, are the 
warm January, the exceedingly cold April, and the cool August. 
Although January, as is shown by the Table, was much warmer 
than the average, still the mean temperature of the month was 
almost i° below that of the warmest January of the record. 
April was 3.2° colder than the coldest previous April in forty-two 
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years ; during the month the thermometer was at or below the 
freezing point on fifteen mornings, and on the 30th of the month 
the ground was firmly frozen. August was 1.1° warmer than the 
coolest August of forty-two years and 7° cooler than August 
in 1^70 which was the warmest August of the entire period. 
During the summer months there were but eight days on which 
the temperature rose above 85° and on four of these it reached 
90° and upwards. In 1873 there were eighteen of the former 
and three of the latter, and in 1872 twenty-seven of the former 
and six of the latter. The mean temperature of the three sum- 
mer months and of September in 1874, was 65.9"* or 0.2° lower 
than for the same period in 1873, and 3.1° lower than in 1872. 

The rain fall of the year was 43.39 inches, being 1.42 inches 
above the average and 9.17 inches less than in the preceding year. 
The only point of special interest in this connection is the exces- 
sive rains of April and August. In April the amount was one 
inch more than double the usual quantity for that month. In the 
whole period of forty-three years there are but four months, in 
which the quantity of rain for the month, was greater than in 
April, 1874. In August, it will be observed, that the quantity 
was 3.59 inches in excess of the average: of the whole amount, 
5.68 inches fell on one day, the 8th. The greatest excess of the 
year was reached at the close of this month and was 7.56 inches : 
from that date the monthly supplies were all below the average, 

so that, at the end of the year, as has been stated, the excess was 
quite small. 

The number of days on which rain or snow fell was 99, being 
precisely the same as in 1873, although as has been stated the 
quantity in 1874, was 9.17 inches less. Notwithstanding the 
great rain-falls of April and August, we find that the atmosphere 
was in these months less saturated with moisture than in any 
other, with the exception of May: in January it attained the 
greatest degree of saturation* Westerly winds prevailed on 237 
days, and easterly on 120, or in the propoition of more Ihan 2 to 
1. There were 21 days more of South- Westerly, and 9 days less 
of North-Easterly winds than in 1873. 

We will now glance at the Tables of Deaths. From Table 
VIII we find that the number of deaths from Cholera Infantum 
was 265, or 20 less than 1873, and 99 less than 1872. The fol- 
lowing Table shows the number of deaths from this disease in each 
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of the summer months, and iu September, with the mean tempera- 
ture in each of these months, in each of the last uine years. 
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III looking at the above Table we find that, m three years, the 
mean temperature of these months has been precisely the same, 
viz. : in 1874, 1869, and 186ti, and the number of deiths were 
respectively 230, 139 and 98. Much of this mcreise is doubtless 
due to the increase of the population Iu 1874, the gieittst num- 
ber of deaths was iu August, and yet in this month theie wns but 
oue day in which the thermometer reached tiV, and the me in tem- 
perature was more than 4° below that ot July, iu which the num- 
ber of deaths was 30 less. Again, July and September differed 
from each otiierin tempei-ature by 9°, and yet there was liut one less 
death in September than in July. August of 1874 was nearly six 
degrees cooler than July of 1873, and yet it bad five more deaths. 
It has been quite positively stated that in New York the deaths 
from Cholera Infantum rise and fall with variations in tempera- 
ture, 2 or 3 degrees of rise increasing the number of deaths from 
this disease. In order to verify this position, we should require 
for each year the number of the population under five years, with 
the temperature and the number of deaths, aud we could then 
arrive at accurate results, based upon the number dying in pro- 
portion to the population. From such data as we have given, aud 
they are all that we command, that theory is not substantiated, 
whether we compare season with seasou, or month with month. 

The deaths from Pneumonia iu 1874 were 220, or 29 more than 
in 1873. Of these deaths 99 occurred in the first four months of. 
the year. The following Table shows the mean temperature, and 
the number of the deaths from this cause, in each of the first four 
months of the hist five years. 
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We shnll not comment upon this Table, only dniwing attention 
to the large noinber of deiith^ from this cause in April, in ftict, 
by far the largest number ever reported in any single month. It 
has already been stated that this month was the coldest April in 
forty-three years. 

The deaths from Scarlatina were largely in excess of any previ- 
ous year. They numbered 462, while in 1873 they were 287, 
and this was then the largest number reported. Of the large 
number in 1874, 312 deaths occnrred in the first six months. 
The largest monthly number was 63, in Jmie, and tlie next 57, in 
January ; the smallest was 18, in September. The experience of 
this year id au exception to the rule that Scarlatina is generally 
more tiital in the winter than in the summer. 

Tliere are two deaths reported from Heat, — one in August, 
when the thermometer once reached 85", and one in October, the 
maximum temperature being 68° ! No deaths are reported this 
year from Frost-Bitc or exposure to cold. It will be remembered 
that the mercury did not go below 0" during the year, 

We pass over this subject without further consideration, believ- 
ing that the data wo have are not sufficient for any elucidation of 
the complex relations between the varying conditions of the 
weather and the degree of mortality. 
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RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS, 1874. 



By rofercnce to Table 1, on page 2, we find that, in the year 

1874, there wore recorded in the State of Rhode Island, six 

thousand four hundred and sixty-six (6,466) birlhs, tico thousand 

jive hundred and forty-one (2,541) marriages^ and/owr thousand 

trvo hundred and twenty-nine (4,229) deaths. 

The usnal comparison of the resnlts of registration in tlie State 
for the hist twenty-one years is as foUows : 

Whole number Living 

Year. of births. Still-born. births. Marriages. Deaths. 

laH 2,105 78 2,027 1,047 1,720 

1855 ..2,926 124 2,802 1375 1,846 

1856 2 906 1*^ 2,72 J 1,535 2,042 

1857 4,026 185 3,841 1.526 2,325 

ia58 4,263 177 4,«)8(> 1,438 2,616 

1859 4,500 177 4,323 ..1,072 2,270 

18 50 4,6(K) ..167 4,493 1,748 2,686 

1861 4,840 146 4,694 1,533 2,927 

1862 4,125 123 4.002 1,450 2,591 

1863 3,691 Ill 3,580 1.618 3,207 

1864 3,892 138 3,754 1,844 3,360 

1865 3,955... 177 3,778 1,896 3,405 

1866 4.902 172 4,730 2,318 2,970 

1867 5,127 laS 4,964 2,344 2,889 

1S68 .5,372 212 5.160 2,285 2,912 

1869 5,245 220 5 025 2.289 3,382 

1870 6.215 234 4,981 2,362 3,238 

1871 5,678 223 5,4.55 ....2,33'5 3,344 

1872 6,143 202 5,941 2,537 4,247 

1873 6 022 228 . 5,794 2,630 4.403 

1874 6,466 277 6,189 2,541 4,229 

We see from this Table that in 1874 there were more births 
than in nny previous year, and more marriages than in any year 
with the exception of 1873; the number of deaths was less than 
in either of the two preceding years. The excess of living bii*ths 
over deaths in 1874 was 1,565, or 174 moie than in 1873, and 
129 less than in 1872. 

On the next two pages will be .".>und a comparison of the births, 
marringes and deaths in each town in the State in 1874, with the 
population of each town by the census of 1875 ; and also a com- 
parison of the statistics in each town for the three years 1872, 
1873 and 1874. The census of 1875 was taken on the first of 
June, and it is fair to suppose that it gives a more reliable basi8 

j of comparison than that of 1870. For this reason, therefore, it is 
introduced into this report, anticipating the report of the year to 

I which it properly belongs. 
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS IN RHODE ISLAND IN 1874. 
COMPARED WITH THE POPULATION BY THE CENSUS OF 1875. 



TOWNS 
AND DIVISIONS OF 
THE STATE 



Barrington 

Bristol . 

Warren 



Bristol County. 



Coventry , 

East Greenwich 
West(Treenwieli 
Warwick 



Kent County. 



Jamestown 

Little Conipton 
MidiUetown .. ., 

Newport , 

New Shoreham 

Portsmouth 

Tiverton 



New pokt County. 

Bnrrillville 

Cranston 

Cumberland 

East Providence. . . 

Foster 

Glocester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Providence . 
North Smithtield .. 

Pawtucket 

Scitu-ite 

Smithtield 

Woonsocket 



Puov. Co., Towns 



Charlestown 

Exeter 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown..' 
Soutli Kingstown . . 

Richmond .. 

Westerly 

Washington Co. . 

Whole State 
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4,005 

11,019 
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1 .034 
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2,857 


51 
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21 
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60.8 

107 4 
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0.75 
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1.47 

1 . 24 
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1.18 



1.32 

1.23 
1.64 

93 
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BERTHS. MARRIAGES AND DEATFIS IN EACH TOWN IS RHODE 
ISLASD, IN EACH OF THE THREE YBAKS 1873, 1873 AND 1874. 



TOWMS 

) DiviMiosa o 



MARRIAGES. 



RiiiTiiiffton 

Bristol 

Wiirren 

BlUSTOI. CilUNtr. 

(.Ifivenli? 

Kiist Grannwinh... 
Wi'sl {ireenwicli , 
Wiirniek 

Kknt County 

I.iUiR Uiimpton .. 

Miiiillul^.wn 

Xc'W|.nrt 

New Siinii'liam... 
PnrtBniinitll 

TiverUm 

Nkwpokt County. 

BnrrlllTille 

Criinstdn ., — .. 
Oiimherliiml... . 
E;ist Providence . 

Fester 

Glouaster 

■Tiihnstnii 

Norlli Proviiienct 
Nnrlh Smithlielil 

PiLWUiukuL 

Stitiiato 

Smttlilielil 

WociiisiHjket 

Pitov. Co . Towns 

I'kovidence City. 

CImi'leatuwn 

Kxeler 

Hopkinlon 

Norlh Kingstown.. 
Smith Kingstown.. 

Ridimiinii 

Westerly 

Wasiiinoton Co.. 

Whole State. 
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We cannot, in passing, refrain from noting some of the points 
of difterenco between the census we have presented on page 50, 
and that of the census of 1870. In 1875, tlio entire population of 
the State was 40,886 largt»r than in 1870. This increase of popu- 
hition is distributed over the different counties of the State, with 
the exception of Washington county, which shows a population 
of 36 loss than by the preceding census. In Bristol county, the 
gain was 1,598, and was distributed among the three towns of 
that county, Warren having nearly 1,000, and Bristol more than 
500. In Kent county the gain was 1,753, and in this county 
West Greenwich alone does not show an increase; the decrease in 
that town was 99. Newport county has a gain of 1,837, and in 
this county Little Compton has 10 less, and Portsmouth 110 less 
inhabitants than in 1870. The towns of Providence county show 
a gain of 3,963, and in this county Foster, Glocester, North- 
Providence, and North-Smithfield show a decrease. In Foster 
the population is 87 less, in Glocester 287 less, and in North- 
Smithtield 255 less than in 1870. The decrease in North-Provi- 
dence was chiefly due to a change in the town lines, by w^hich a 
large portion was absorbed into the city of Providence, and 
another portion transferred to Pawtucket, thus reducing the pop- 
ulation materially ; the decrease in this town is 19,192. Paw- 
tucket has gained 11,845, and of this a large portion is due to 
North Providence. Woonsocket has gained 2,049. The largest 
gain of course is in the city of Providence, and this is more than 
three-fourths of that of the whole Stare; it amounted to 31,771, 
and of this about 15,000 is.duo to the town of North Providence. 
In Washington county every town shows a decrease, with the 
exception of Ilopkintou, which has an increase of 78, and 
Westerly, which shows a gain of 699. As a result of this com- 
parison we think that, in the State at large and in the City of 
Providence, there are abundant indications of a satisfactory and 
permanent growth. 

Turning from the consideration of the population to its relation 
with the vital statistics of the State, we present below a Table 
showing a comparison of the births, marriages and deaths, in pro- 
portion to the population, for each of the last six years. 
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YEARS. 



1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 • • • • • • 



BIBTHS. 



Number. 



Of popula- 
tion oue 
birth in 



5,245 
5,215 
5,678 



6,143 



6.022 
6,466 



41.4 
41.7 
38.2 
35.4 
36.1 
39.9 



MARKIAGES. 



Number. 



2,289 
2,362 
2,336 
2,537 
2,630 
2,541 



Of popula- 
tion one 
marriage 
m 



47.5 
46.0 
46.5 
42.9 
41.3 
50.8 



DEATHS. 



Number. 



3,382 
3,238 
3,344 
4,247 
4,403 
4,229 



Of popula- 
tion one 
death in. 



64.2 
67.1 
65.9 
51.2 
49.4 
61.1 



Deaths in 
each liH)of 
the popu- 
lation. 



1.56 
1.49 
1.54 
1.95 
2.03 
1.64 



From this comparison we see that in 1874, in proportion to the 
popuhition, there were fewer births than in any year since 1870 ; 
fewer marriages than in either of the years mentioned, and fewer 
deaths than in either of the two preceding years. 

From the Table on page 51, we see that the births have regu- 
larly diminished during the past three years in Bristol, Kent and 
Newport counties, and that in 1874 they were less in the towns 
of Providence county and in Washington county than in the pre- 
vious year ; in the city of Providence there was a large increase. 
The number of marriages in 1874, was less than in either of the 
years mentioned, in Kent, Newport and Washington counties, and 
in the towns of Providence county; it was less in Bristol 
county than in 1873 ; in the city of Providence the number ex- 
ceeded that of either of the above years. The number of deaths 
in 1874 was less than in either of the years mentioned, in Bris- 
tol, Newport and Washington counties, and in the to\^ns of Provi- 
dence county, and less in Kent county than in 1871, but greater 
than in 1872 ; in the city of Providence it was greater than in 
either of these years. 

We will now proceed to consider in detail the births, marriages 
and deaths in 1874. 
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BIRTHS, 1874. 



We have already stated on page 49 that the number of births 
in the St^te of Rhode Island, for the year 1874, was 6,466, the 
largest number ever yet reported. 

The particulars of these births are found in the Tables on pages 
2 to 8 inclusive, anid to these we will now turn our attention. 

SEX OF THE CHILDREN BORN. 

Of the 6,466 children born in 1874, in Rhode Island, 3,311 
were males, and 3,155 females; thus there were 104.9 males to 
each 100 females, or in each 100 children born there were 51.21 
males and 48.79 females. The following Table shows the number 
and proportion of the sexes of the children born in this State, in 
each of the last twenty-two years. 

Children. 

, " » Males to each 

Years. Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

1852-3 1,432.,. 1,404 102.0. or 50.49 and 49.51 in each 100. 

1864 1,081 1,003 107.8, or 51.87 and 48.13 in each 100. 

1855 1,492 1,421 105.0, or 51.22 and 48.78 in each 100. 

1856 1,479 1,407 105.1, or 51.25 and 48.75 in each 100. 

1857 2,057 1,948 105.6, or 51.36 and 48.64 in each 100. 

1858 2,200 2,a53 107.2, or 51.73 and 48.27 in each 100. 

1859 2,209 2,097 105.3, or 51.30 and 48.70 in each 100. 

1860 2,263 2,212 102.3, or 50.57 and 49.43 in each 100. 

1861 2,531 2,291 110.5, or 52.49 and 47.51 in each 100. 

1862 2,152 1,967 109.4, or 52.25 and 47.75 in each 100. 

1863 1,892 1,288 105.8, or 51.41 and 48.59 in each 100. 

1864 1,949 ...1.942 100.3, or 50.09 and 49.91 in each 100. 

1865 2,096 1,857.. 112.9, or 53 02 and 46.98 in each 100. 

1866 2,546. 2,a56 108.0, or 51.94 and 48.06 in each 100. 

1867 2,665 2,464 107.0, or 61.87 and 48.13 in each 100. 

1868 2,745 2,627 104.5, or 51.10 and 48.90 in each 100. 

1869 2,685 2,560 104.9, or 51.19 and 48.81 in each 100. 

1870 2,679 2,536 105.6, or 51.37 and 48.63 in each 100. 

1871 2,878 2,800, 102.8, or 50,69 and 49.31 in each 100. 

1872 3,085 8 058 100.9, or 50,22 and 49.78 in each 100. 

1873 3,135 2,887 108.6, or 62.06 and 47.94 in each 100. 



2l7_ 47,251 44,678 105.7, or 51.62 and 48.38 in each 100. 

1874 3,311 3,155 104 9, or 61,21 and 48.79 in each 100. 

We see from this comparison, that the increase in the number 
of births is quite fairly distributed between the sexes. The num- 
ber of males is 176 more than in 1873, when it was the largest 
reported ; and the number of females is 97 more than the largest 
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number, which was in 1872, and 268 more than in 1873. The 
proportion of the sexes of the children born in 1874 is very nearly 
that of the average of twenty-one years. 

The whole number of births in the city of Providence, in 1874, 
was 2,780; being 652 more than in 1873. Of these births in 
1874, there were 1,410 males and 1,370 females; thus there were 
102.9 males to each 100 females, or in each 100 children born 
50.72 were males and 49.28 females. Thus in the City of Provi- 
dence, in 1874, the proportion of male births was less than in the 
State. The following Table shows a comparison of the percentage 
of male births in the City of Providence and in the State of Rhode 
Island, for each of the last nine ^ ears. 

PERCENTAGE OF MALE BIRTHS. 



• 


1874. 


1873. 


1872. 


1871. 


1870. 


1869. 


1868. 


1867. 


1866. 


Whole state 


51.21 
50.72 


52.06 
62.21 


50.22 
48.91 


50.09 

48.78 

1 


51.37 
51.19 


51.19 
51.81 


51.10 
60.59 


51.87 .ni-Ql 


Providence City 


51.10 


62.02 



During the twenty-one years from 1854-1874, inclusive, the 
births in the City of Providence were 36,402, and of these, 18,667 
were males, and 17,737 females. Thus, during this period, there 
were born 105.2 males to each 100 females, or in each 100 chil- 
dren born 51.28 were males and 49.28 females. From the Table 
on page 54 we see that, for very nearly the same period of time, 
the ])roportioii of male births in the State is slightly larger, it 
being 105.6 to each 100 females born. 

SEX AND LOCALITY. 

From Table II, we find that the number and proportion of each 
sex, in each division of the State, in 1874, were as follows : 



BIRTHS, 1874. 
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Females 
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Males to each 100 Females 
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The relative proportion of the sexes in each division of the 
State is given in the following Table for each of the last twelve 
years : 



09 

•a 
s 

S 



03 

o 

00 

o 



ri863 , 

1864. 

1805. 

1866. 

1867. 

1868. 
1 1869. 

1870. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873., 

1874. 



BIRTHS. 



0} c 



a 
o 

■♦J 

V 



120.0 
106.8 
119.3 
109.4 
115.5 
117.4 
115.7 
126.4 
131.8 
109.2 
129.2 
98.7 



98.4 

87.3 

118.2 

113.1 

98.3 

88.7 

116.7 

111.6 

97.9 

92.8 

113.0 

111.9 





ta 


V 


d 




u 


o 


o 


t^ 


t^^ 
©^2 


0) 




so 


-c c = 


'C k1 




P*;) 


1?^ 


•S.b> 


a s 


^ O 


^.•ti 


03 O 


W 


gOH 


C r -» 


50 


y-< 


101.8 


Ph 




97.0 


111.4 


108.7 


90.6 


107.4 


97.3 


103.4 


108.8 


118.9 


113.8 


88.1 


103.4 


104.9 


108.4 


124 


117.8 
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104.5 
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102.4 


136.5 


102.7 


98.0 


107.5 


120.6 


100.0 


105.1 


104.9 


99.5 


132.6 


100.8 


95.2 


113.3 


109.1 


103.5 


95.7 


110.6 


117.9 


104.5 


109 


104.7 


101.3 


110.4 


102.9 


94.0 



O 



105.8 
100.3 
112.9 
108.0 
107.7 
104.5 
104.9 
m5.6 
102.8 
100.9 
108.6 
104.9 



From this Table we see that the proportion of male births in 
1874, in the whole State, was smaller than in 1873, but larger 
than in the two preceding years ; it was very much smaller than 
that of 1873 in Bristol and Newport counties, and smaller in all 
the divisions of the State, with the exception of the* towns of 
Providence county, in which it was considerably larger. 



SEX AND SEASON. 

Table II, on page 4, gives the number and sex of the children 
born in each season of the year 1874. From that Table we derive 
the following results, in relation to the proportion of the sexes 
born in the different seasons. 

Januery to March 744 males. . . .741 females, or. . .100.4 males to each 100 females. 

Apiil to June 808 males. . . .747 females, or. . .108.2 males to each 100 females. 

July to September 862 males. . . .820 females, or. . .105.1 males to each 100 females. 

October to December 897 males. . . .847 females, or. . .105.9 males to each 100 females. 

Whole Year 8,311 males.. .3,155 females, or. . .104.9 males to each 100 females* 

We present below a Table showing the proportion of male 
births to each 100 female births, in each quarter of the year, for 
each of the last nine years. 
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YEARS. 


1874. 


1873. 


1872. 


1871. 


1870. 


1869. 


1868. 


1867. 


1866. 


First Quarter 

Second Quarter 

Third Quarter 

Fourth Quarter 


100.4 
108.2 
105.1 
105.9 


98.3 
105.9 
100.9 
110.4 


98.8 
100.5 
101.6 
103.4 


112.4 

95.0 

99.3 

105.0 


111.6 

lo-a.s 

101.0 
109.2 


107.3 
105.1 
101.9 
105.6 


102.4 

118.8 

103.1 

96.2 


105.5 

• 

108.9 
110.4 
106.5 


108.7 
102.9 
113.8 
106.6 


Whole Year 


104.9 


108.6 


100.9 


102.8 


105.0 


104.9 


104.5 


107.7 


108.0 











We see by this Table that the rule, that the largest number of 
male births occurs in the first quarter of the year, has held good 
but three times in this Stnte during the last nine years. The 
largest number has occurred in the second quarter twice, one 
instance being in 1874, and in each of the other quarters twice, 
during this period. In 1874, as in the two preceding years, the 
smallest proportion occurred in the first quarter of the year. 
From Table II we find that in the month of Aprilthe number of 
births of each sex was the same ; in January there were 4 more 
boys, and in August 3 more boys than girls, while in December 
there were 46 more boys. In March there were 33 more girls, 
and in November 30 more girls than boys. 

SEASON. 

The following Table shows the number of children born in 
Rhode Island, in each quarter of the year in each of the hist seven 
years, and also the aggregate for twenty-two years, from 1853- 
1874, inclusive. 





1874. 


1873. 


1872. 


1871. 


1870. 


1869. 


1868. 


1853-1874. 


January to March 

ADril to June 


1,485 
1,555 
1,682 
1,744 


1,382 
1,399 
1,583 

1,658 


1,348 
1,464 
1,663 
1,668 


1332 
1,299 
1475 
1,572 


1,183 
1,243 
1,327 
1,462 


1,221 
1,249 
1,391 
1,384 


1,275 22,948 
1.280 ! ^^ T^ 


July to Septemher 

Octoher to December.. 


1,369 
1,448 


25,205 
25,239 


Total 


6,466 


6,022 


6,143 


5,678 


5,215 


5245 


5,372 


96,492 





This Table shows that in 1874 and in the four preceding years, 

as well as in the aggregate for twenty-two years, the largest 

number of births has been in the last quarter of the year. The 

smallest number has occurred in the first quarter in all the years 

mentioned excepting 1871, and in the aggregate period given. 
8 
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PARENTAGK. 



Table I shows the pfirentaire of the children bom in the State 
of Rhode Island in 1874. Tlie following Table shows the parent- 
age of the children born in the State, in each of the last two yearSy 
and for three periods of five yeara each,, i. e. : from 1858-1872, 
inclusive : 



PARENTAGE. 



American 

Foreign 

American father and Foreign mother... 
Foreign father and Amevican mother. . . 
Parentage not stated 



Total. 



1874. 



2h03 

2,948 

345 

470 



C,4G6 



1873. 



2,751 
2,G21 

278 
372 



a,022 



5 years. 

1868-1872. 



12,214 

12,306 

1,353 

1,72a 



27,653 



5 years. 
1863-1867. 



9,712 

9,968 

876 

941 

70 



21,567 



5 year». 

1858-1862. 



10,600 

9,697 

814 

755- 

22y 



22,098 



The percent?ige of each class in the above periods, is shown i» 
the followii>g Table v 



PARENTAGE. 



American 

Foreign 

American father and Foreign mother... 
Foreign father and American mother.. . 

TotaL 



1874. 



41.80 

45.50 

5.34 

7.27 



100.00 



1873. 



5 years. 

1868-1872. 



45.68 

43.52 

4.62 

6.18 



100.00 



44.17 

44.72 

4.89 

6.22 



100.00 



5 years. 
1863-1867. 



45.18 

46.37 

4.07 

4.38 



100.00 



5 vearsv 
1858-1862. 



48.50 

44.33 

3.72 

a. 45 



100.00- 



The abov<^. Tables reveal to us a most marked diminntion in the 
proportion of births of American parentage in 1874 ; the percent- 
age of this clivss being the lowest that has ever been reported, and 
standing in marked contrast with the same class in the preceding 
year. The percentage of foreign births exceeds that of American 
parentage, and is larger than in 1873, though not quite up to 
the number of 1872. The percentiiges of mixed parentage were 
each larger than in the preceding year, and than the aggregate of 
the periods given. 

From Table I we find that, in 1874, there were more cliildren 
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1)ovn of foreign than of Ameriemi parentage, in each of tlio follow- 
ing towns, viz.: Warwick, Burrillvillc, Cranston, Cumberland, 
East Providence, Lincoln, North Sniithfield, PawUicket, Smith- 
field, Woonsocket, and in the Oity of Providence. In Johnston 
the births were equally divided. The towns of Warwick, East 
Providence, Lincoln, Smithfield, and the City of Providence were 
not included in this list for 1873, which comprised the rest of the 
above towns, and also the then large town of North Providence. 

Li 1874, there were six towns in which there were no births of 
foreign parentage. These were West Greenwich, Jamestown, 
Little Compton, New Shoreham, Foster and Exeter. In the 
preceding year, Barrington, Middletown and Portsmouth took 
the i)laces in this list of West Greenwich and Little Compton, 

<JOLORED CHILDREN. 

In 1874 there were 170 colored children born in the State of 
Rhode Island. This number is 7 more than in 1873. Of these 
births in 1874, 88 were males, and 82 females. The percentage 
of male births was 51.76, or 107.3 males to each 100 females 
born, a less propoition of males than in eitl>er of the four preced- 
ing years. In the City of Providence, the number of colored 
births was the same as in 1875. 

The number of colorcnl children bom in each town, in 1874, 
was as follows : 

Bnrrington 1 I^a-wtuckcit 1 

IMsiol 11 Scituato 1 

EiiMt ( ti'oonwich 6 Ilopkinton 1 

Warwick 4 North Kingstown 2 

Kewpoit Vi South Kingstown ^ ft 

Tivoiton 3 Hicliinond 2 

IJurrillvillo 2 Wostorly 4 

Cranston 1 i»rovldoncc City 109 

North Providence 1 

Wiioli! State !"• 

PLURALITY BIRTHS. 

From Table III we find that; there were 74 cases of plurality 
births in Rhode Island in 1874. This number is 17 more than 
in 1873. Of this number there were 42 in the City of Provi- 
dence, and 17 in the towns of Providence county. Of the 74 
eases, 28 were of American, 24 of Irish, and 10 of English 
parentage. All of the plurality births were cases of twins. 

During the twenty-two years from 1853-1874, inclusive^ there 
were reported in Rliode Island : 
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95,399 cases of single births, giving 95.399 children. 

1,025 cases of twin births, giving 2,050 children. 

17 cases of triple births, giving 51 children. 



96,441 total cases of child-birth, giving 97,500 children. 

Of the whole number of (96,441) cases of ehikl-birih, one in 
92.5 produced twins ; and of the whole number of 97,500 children 
one in 46.4 was a twin. 

Of the whole number of (1,042) cases of plurality births in 
twenty-two years, both parents were American in 455 cases ; both 
were foreign in 502 cases; in 77 the parentage was mixed, and in 
8 unknown. 

Of the 2,101 children born in plurality cases in twenty-two 
years, there were 1,028 males, 1,069 females, and 4 sex not 
known. 

STILL-BORN CHILDREN. 

The statistics on this point are derived as usual from the returns 
of deaths. There were 277 cases ot still-born children reported in 
Rhode Island in 1874. This number is 49 more than was re- 
ported in 1873, and 75 more than in 1872. Of those reported in 
1574, there were 182 in the City of Providence, 20 in Bristol and 
14 in Woonsocket. Ten towns reported no still-births, while in 
1873 there were 14, and in 1872 there were 22 towns in which 
none were reported. 

Sex, — Of the still-born in 1874, there were 172 males and 105 
females. 

Parentage, — Of the 277 cases of still-birth, 138 were of Ameri- 
can, and 139 of foreign, parentage. . This equal distribution is 
decidedly unusual. 

Color, — In 1874, there were 264 cases of still-birth among the 
white, and 13 cases among the colored population. In 1873 
there were 216 among the white, and 12 among the colored, and 
in 1872 there were 189 among the white, and again 13 among the 
colored population. 

Seation — The number of still-births reported in tha several 
months of 1874 were as follows : 

January 29 August « 21 

Februaiy 34 September 18 

March 23 October 22 

April 19 November 30 

May 14 December 20 

June 24 

July 23 Total 277 
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SUMMARY, STILL-BORN. 

Tlie following Table shows the number of still-born, and the 
sex, for the period from June 1st, 1852, to December 31st, 1869, 
and for each of the last five years. 





1874. 


1873. 


1872. 


1871. 


1870. 


June iPt, 1852. to 
Dec. 3l8t, 1869. 


Total. 


Males 


172 
105 

• • « • 


145 
83 

• • « • 

228 


123 
79 

« • • • 


140 
83 

• • • • 


130 
104 

• • • • 


1,573 

1,037 

62 


2,283 


Females 


1,391 


Not stated 


52 


Total 


277 


202 


223 


234 


2,662 


3,726 







Sex, — The above Table shows that, since the first of June, 
1852, there have been reported in Rhode Island 3,726 cases of 
still-birth. Of these 2,283 were males, 1,391 females, and 52 
sex not stated. This drives 62.14 males and 37.86 females in each 
100 still-births, or 165.56 males to each 100 female still-born 
children. 

Parentage, — This is not given prior to 1859. From 1859- 
1874, inclusive, there have been 2,970 cases of still-birth, divided 
according to parentage as follows: American 1,289, foreign 
1,679, not stated 2 ; total, 2,970. The proportions according to 
parentage, for the above period, are as follows : 43.09 American, 
and 56.91 foreign in each 100. In the Table on page 58 we have 
the parentage of the children given for seventeen years. Classing 
those of mixed parentage under that of the father, and omitting 
those, whose parentage was not given, we find the percentage of 
all births of American parentage was 49.88, and that of foreign 
parentage 50.12. Comparing these percentages with those of the 
still-births given above, for nearly the same period, we find a re- 
iteration of the fact often stated, that the proportion of the foreign 
element among the still-born is larger than the foreign proportion 
of all the children born. 

Season, — The season of the year in which the still-births 
occurred in Rhode Island, for the period of twenty-two years, 
from 1853-1874, inclusive, was as follows : 
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Months. . 22 years. 



January 335 



I I 

Months. 22 years. Months, 22years.;MoN'nis. 22 years. 



April 



.275 July 325 October. 



February 326 May ,300 August SSTiNoveniber 



Mtirch 



303 June 290 September 316 December 



Ist Quarter 904 2(1 Quarter 8653(1 Quarter 978 4th Quarter. 



.280 
.337 
.363 

.980 



First six months, 1,829, second six months, 1,058; Total, 3,787. 

NUMBER OF THE CHILDREN. 

The following Table shows the number of the child of the 
mother^ i. e.: whether the child whose birth is reported, is the 
first, second, or third, etc., of its mother. The Table shows the 
number of the children born in Rhode Island in 1874, as well as 
of all born during the seventeen years from 1857-1873, inclusive, 
and the total for eighteen years : 



First 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh 

Eighth 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Eleventh 

Twelfth 

Thirteenth 

Fourteenth 

Fifteenth 

Sixteenth 

Seventeenth.... 

Eighteenth 

Nineteenth .... 

Twentieth 

Twenty-first.... 
Twenty-secon d . 



Total. 



NUMBER. 



1874. 



,643 

3.57 

9!)0 

706 

.5.51 

378 

260 

172 

128 

97 

73 

43 

12 

4 

5 

2 

2 

2 



6,434 



1857-1873. 18 Years. 



1{),«;«1 

1') 838 

12,386 

9,-230 

(5,803 

4,028 

3,r)0« 

2.3r),5 

1..5.5t 

007 

.503 

••50.5 

1.5.3 

81 

4.5 

20 

10 

3 

4 

2 

2 

2 



21,304 
17,105 

L'i,:W5 

0,042 

7,444 

5,306 

.3,766 

2,.5;^7 

1,682 

1,<'94 

576 

34S 

165 

85 

.56 

22 

21 

5 

4 

2 

2 

2 



78,503 , 84,9.37 



The proportion of fii^ children born in Rhode Island, in 1874, 
was 25.5 in each IGO, and for the period of eighteen years it was 
25.1 The proportion of second children born in 1874 was 21.1 
in each 100, and for the period of eighteen years it \wi\s 20.2. 

The following Table shows what percentjige of the children 
born in each of the last ten years, was the first, second, third, 
Ac, child of the mother. The calculations are only carried to 
the fifth child. 
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W© see from this Tuble that, in 1874, the proportion of the first 
cliildren was greater than in either of the two preceding yetirs, 
and the proportion of the second children greater than in any vear 
mentioned. The last remark is also Uue of Ihe proportion of chil- 
dren lip to the fifth. The proportion of first children in 1874 
was a little more than one-fourth of all the children burn. 
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MARRIAGES, 1874. 



There were 2,541 marriages reported in Rhode Is^Iand in 1874. 
This is 89 less than was reported in 1^73. Table IV, page 7, 
shows the number of marriages in each of the divisions of the 
State, in each mouth, and in each quarter of the year 1874. 



SEASON. 



The following Table shows the number and percentage of the 
marriages in Rhode Island, in each quarter of the year 1874, 
compared with the aggregate number and percentage for the 
twenty-one years previous, i. e. : from 1853-1873, inclusive : 



YEARS. 


First 
Quarter. 


Second 
Quarter. 


Thii-d 
Quarter. 


Fourth 
Quarter. 


Whole 
Year. 


/ N^uTTibftr •••••• •••••••.... 


528 
20.78 

8,811 
22.62 


614 
24.16 

9,531 
24.47 


654 
25 74 

9,100 
23.36 


745 
29.32 

11,510 
29.55 


2,541 
100 00 


1874 \ 

( PcrcentaflTC 


e Number 


38,952 
100-00 


1853-1873 ] 

i Pfircentftfire •«.... 







We thus see that in 1874, as in the aggregate for twenty-one 
years, the largest percentage of marriages occurred in the last 
quarter of the year. In the third quarter of 1874, however, it 
was larger than in the second ; the reverse of which is true for the 



aggregate. 



NATIVITY. 



The followin«: Table shows the number of marria^fes accordinof 
to the nativity of the parties, for each of the last ten years, and 
also for the aggregate of seventeen years, from 1858-1874, inclu- 



sive : 



1874.] 



Marriayea. 



Bihtii-Plaoe. 


1871. 


IS73. 


1973, 


1871, 


1870, 


18B9. 


188S. 


18OT. 


1888. 


188S, 


IST 


rnltel States 


1,4»5 
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1,10S 


i.m 


1,351 


1,1M 


1,470 


1,«* 


1,231 


21,898 
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8,037 


im 


"1 


t.Wi 


v,tia 


S^U 


■■" 


1,8«, 


34,811 



We iiiid from the above Tiible Ihiit, in 1874, the number of 
inarringes, where both parties were born in the United States, 
wiia lesa than in 1873, hut larger than in either of the previous 
years ; the same is true also where both parties were of foreign 
Iiirth. The number of those where the groom was American and 
the bride foreign was larger than in ltS73, but smaller than in the 
years 1871 Jinil 1872; while the number of those in which the 



groom T 



of foreign, and the I»ride of American birth, was, with 



the exception of 1872, the largest mentioned. 

The proportion of American, foreign and mixed marriages, at 
different dates, and in the aggregate for the last seventeen yeai-s,, 
is &hown in the following Table. The terra mixed is applied to 
those marriages in which one party was of American, aud the- 
other of foreign parentage. 



BiutilPlace. 


1874, 


1873. 


1872. 1S71. 


1870. 


18li8.|lS68. !S84.|l86«. 1880. 


,». 


a. 


rnl<e<lS..,t*8.... 


E8.B. 


BIHK 


58.86 80.08 


80.80 


22.Ra' aa.8i' ss.J si.ss 30.41 


«l..l 


81.53 


Fur, Ci.untiieB... 


B7.3i 


ie.a< 


27.20 28.75 


2B,6S 


29.43 


26.88 


Mi^*^" 


m.Bi 


11.71 


14.15 13, IS 


12.82 


13.30' ]i,s5 ii.oJ 10.30 8.73 


■•■• 


11.81 


Total 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 100.00 


loo,™ 


100.00 100.00 iDo.oJiOD, 00 100.00 


l«l.«> 


100.00 



r 



We see from this Table that, in 1874, the percentage of Ameri- 
can marriages was smaller, with the exception of 1872, than in 
either of the years mentioned ; the percentage of foreign mar- 
riages was larger than in any of the years mentioned since 18R0; 
and the percentage of mixed marriages larger than in any year 
mentioned, with the exception of 1872, The percentage of 
American marriages falls very much below, while those of foreign, 
and mixed marriages are above the aggregate. 
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AQES OP PERSONS MARRIED. 



The number of porsoim mnrrieil nt the different jicriods <if life, 
ill Rhode Islnnd in 1874, iu given in Table V, on piige 8. The 
whole number of nnilea tind fomales married, «t the different 
periods in life, in 1874, was us follonti : 
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From the Table on page 8, wo find the following pointti of in- 
terest: One man under ib married a woman over 35; iinother of 
the stime age married a woman over 40, and a third married a 
worniiii over 45 ; one man nndcr 30 married a woman over 50, 
and one man under 50 marrit'd a woaiau over 60. One man over 
50 msnied a girl under 20, and one over 55 married a woman 
under 25. One mini over 75 was married, and his bride waa 
Mn<ler 50. Eight men over 70 were inained, and their brides were 
Irom 30 t(t 75. No wcnnen were married between the ages of 65 
and 70, and but one over 70. 

The following Table shows the nnmltcr of persons that have 
been married in Rhode Island, at each period of life, in each of 
the hist nine years, viz. ; from 1866 to 1874; 
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By this Tabic wo see that, in 1874, there were more marriages 
imdor 20, and between 25 and 30, than in any of the above years, 
with the exception of 1872. The number between 20 and 25 was 
less in 1874 than in the two previous years ; from 30 to 35 it was 
less than in 1873, but from 35 to 50 the number in 1874 was con- 
siderably larger than for several years. 

The percentage of males and females married at different peri- 
ods of life, in each of the last fifteen years, was as follows : 
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The most striking point in the above Table is the fact that the 
percentage of females between 20 and 25, married in 1874, 
was smaller than in any year mentioned. The percentage of 
males from 30 to 40 was larger than it has been since 18()9, and 
that from 40 to 50 larger than it has been since 1870. 



OOLORED MARRIAGES. 

In 1874, there were 80 marriages among colored persons in 
Rhode Island; this is 11 more than in 1873, and 4 more than in 
1872. 

Of the 80 marriages of colored persons in Rhode Island in 
1874, there were 60 in the City of Providence, 7 in Newport, 2 in 
Scituate, and one each in Bristol, East Greenwich, Warwick^ 
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Biinillville, Eiist Providence, Foster, JohiietOD, Woouaocket , 
South Kiiigstowu, Ricbmond and Westerly, In one marriage in 
Warwick the miin was white and the woman colored, and in the 
wordd ot the Stutitte, this marriage is "absolutely null and void, 
and the person joining tliem shall be subject to a pennlty of two 
tiuudred dollars." 



DIVORCES. 



The numhor of applications for divorce, in 1874, was 276, and 
of these 242 were granted. 

The following Table presents, for each county in the State, the 
number of applications for divorce, and the number granted, in 
1874, with the cause or causes alleged. In Kent and Newport 
counties the statistics refer only to the applications granted ; in 
the other counties it is probable that all have been included by the 
clerks of the court in making up their returns. The re.ider will 
bear iu mind that each application generally embracer a number 
of charges. 
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It will be seen from this Table that, in the whole State, as in 
Providence county, the largest number of appplicutions allege the 
neglect to provide necessaries ; next comes wilful desertion, and 
then adultery, extieme cruelty and continued drunkenness. In 
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the other counties of the State, neglect to provide, &c., ts the 
most frequent charge, and tlien comes extreme cruelty; adultery 
and wilful desertion are equally frequent, and then comes contin- 
ued drunkenness. 

The ft»Ilo«ing Table presents the number of divorces granted 
in each county of the State, in each of the last six years, with the 
proportion to the number of marriages in each year. 
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We thus see that while the numl>cr of marriages in 1874, as 
has been stated, was larger than in any year, with the exception 
of 1873, the number of divorces granted was alao much larger than 
in either of the years since these returns were made, and conse- 
quently the proportion of divorces to marriages is greatly in- 
creased. One divorce to every 10.5 marriages is certainly an 
alarming ratio for a State lo present. It will be observed that in 
1874, the proportion of divorces to marriages was increased in 
every county with the exception of Newport county, and this 
increase was most marked in Washington and Bristol counties. 
We do not care to repeat the arguments that have been brought 
forward in previous rejwrts upon this subject; the mere state- 
ment of facts must be sufficient to point out to every thouglitful 
mind the tendency of such a sUtto of public morals. 
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DEATHS, 1874. 



There were 4,229 deaths reported in the State of Rhode Island 
in 1874. This is 174 less than in the preceding year, and 18 less 
than in 1872, bnt, with these exceptions, it is more than has been 
previously reported. In the City of Providence in 1874, there 
were 1,992 deaths, which is 250 more than in 1873 ; part of this 
increase is due to the enlargement of the bounds of the city in 
May of that year. A second result of this change of boundary 
lines is a diminution of 255 in the number of deaths in the towns of 
Providence county, in 1874, as compared with the preceding year. 
From the Table on page 51, we find that in 1874, the deaths in 
Bristol, Newport, and Washington counties, and in the towns of 
Providence county, were less than in either of the two preceding 
years; the deaths in Kent county in 1874 were 12 more than in 
1873, and 31 less than in 1872. From the Table on pMge 50, we 
find that, in 1874, the deaths, in proportion to the population, 
were one in 61.1 ; in 1873 this proportion was one in 49.4, in 1872 
one in 51.2, and in 1871 one in 65.1 ; so that the proportion of 
deaths in 1874 was smaller than in the two preceding years. It is 
to be remembered, however, in this connection, that the calcula- 
tion for 1873, and the immediately preceding years, was based 
upon the census of 1870. 

SEX OF DECEDENTS. 

Of the 4,229 decedents in 1874, there were 2,111 males and 
2,118 females. 

The following Table shows the number and proportion of males 
and females among the decedents, and among the children born 
in Rhode Island, during the last twenty-two years : 
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f 10 yejirs, 1853-1862. . . 10.930 males 11209 females or 

1863 1,621 males 1,586 femalfs or 

1861 1,633 males 1,727 females or 

1865 1.686 males 1,719 females or 

186(> 1,497 males 1,473 females or 

1867 1,442 males 1,447 females or 

1868.... 1,413 males 1 499 females or 

{ 1869 165,6 males 1.6*<6 females or 

1870 1 ,588 males 1 ,6.50 females. . or 

1871 1,621 males 1,723 females or 

1872 2.118 males 2.129 temales or 

1873 2.160 males 2 237 females or 

1874 2,111 males 2,118 females or 
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,22 years 31,522 males 32,263 females or 97.7 males to 100 females. 
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22 years 50,033 males 47,290 females or 105.8 males to 100 females. 



We see from the first of these Tables that, in 1874, the propor- 
tionate mortality of the sexes was more nearly equal than in any 
year since 1867, when it was the same; the proportion of males 
was somewhat larger than in 1873. 

From the second Table above given we see that the proportion 
of males born in 1874 was less than in the preceding year, in very 
nearly the same ratio that the mortality had increased. Thus 
among males in 1874 there were 55 less deaths, and among 
females 119 less, while there were 176 more births among males, 
and 268 more among females, than in 1873. 



SEX AND SEASON. 

Table VI, on page 9, shows the sex of the decedents in each 
month in the year 1874, in each division of the State. 

The following Table shows the number and percentage of deaths 
in Rhode Island, in each quarter of the last four years, and in the 
aggregate for eighteen years, viz. : from 1853-1870, inclusive : 
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From this Table we see that, in 1874, the largest percentage of 
deaths occurred, na usual, in the third quarter, and the smallest 
percentage occurred in the first quarter of the veiir. The percent- 
age of the third quarter was much less than in any of the Itist ten 
years, and less than the aggregate ; the percentage of deaths in 
the first quarter v/ns less than in the preceding year, but larger 
than in 1872 ; that of the second quarter was larger than in 1873, 
and much larger than in any one of the previous ten years, and 
larger than the aggregate ; that of the fointh quarter, though 
larger than in the two preceding years, wjis smaller than in 1871, 
and smaller than the aggregate. 

The Table lielow shows the number of deaths in each month, 
in the order of mortality, for each of the last four years : 
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This Table shows that in 1874, as is generally the case, August 
takes the lead, although its mortality was considerably less than 
in the two preceding years ; July, which is almost always second 
in this list, is the fourth month in mortality, and February has 
even a smaller mortality than June, and the smallest of any 
month. It will be observed that next to August there were, in 
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1873, three months, each of which had a hu-ger moi-tality than the 
second on the list in 1874 ; there were also two months in 1874 
which had a less mortality than any month in 1873. The com- 
parison with 1872 is even more striking; the first three months, 
in point of mortality, exceeded any month of 1874, bnt between 
the thii'd and I'onrth months of that year, there intervene seven 
months of 1874, and in that year there were throe months with a 
mortality less than the least of 1874. 

PAIiRNTAOE OF THE DECEDENTS. 

The parentage of the decedents in the State of Khode Island, in 

1874, (Ictenniiied hy the hirlh-place of the faU/er of the decedent, 
was as follows: American 2,282, foreign 1,947, total 4,229. 
Five towns only reported no decedents of foreign parentage. 
The.«e were West Greenwich, Jamestown, Middletown, New 
Shoreham and Foster. Six towns reported each less than four 
decedents of foreign parentage, viz. : Barringlon, Little Compton, 
Portsmouth, Tiverton, Charlestown, and Exeter. Four towns in 
Providence county reported more deaths of foreign than of Ameri- 
can parentage ; these were Cranston, Cumberland, North Smith- 
field, and Woonsoeket; these towns also reported more births of 
foreign parentage than of American. In the City of Providence, 
ill 1874, there were 214 more deaths of foreign, than of American 
parentage. 

The following Table shows the number and percentage of the 
decedents of American and of foreign parentage in Rhodo Island, 
in each of the last five years, and in the aggregate for seventeen 
years, from 1858—1874, inL-liisive : 
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From this Table we see thjit, in 1S74, the perceiitnge of dece- 
dents of American piirentngo was decidedly leas tluui in 1873, and 
a tride higher thiin in 1^72, but cun8ideral)ly less than for the 
aggregiite of seventeen years, 

AGK or DECEDENTS. 

Tiible I gives the aggregate and average age of the decedents, 
in each town and division of the Slate, in 1874. The number of 
decedents of each sex, in each division of ages, is shown for each 
town in the State, in Tai)lo VII, beginning on page 10. 

From Table I we find that the average age (tf all the males, who 
died in Rhode Island in 1874, was 28.03 years, and the average 
age of all the ft-malu decedents was ill. 66 yeuis. These numbers 
are considerable higher than those of the pi'eceding year. The 
greatest average age, in any town in the State, was 59.96 years, 
in the town of Portsmouth; the least was 19,0^ years, in the 
town of Lincoln. In three towns in the State, the average age 
was less than in the City of Providence. These were East Provi- 
dence, Lincoln, and Woonsocket. 

The following Table shows the average age of the decedents in 
each division of the State, in each of the last four years, and also 
in the aggregate for three periods of five years each, viz. : from 
1858-1862, from 1863-1867, and from 1868-1872: 
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We see from this Table that, iu 1874, the average age of the 
decedents was greater than in cither of the three preceding years, 
or in the aggregate of the above periods. In Bristol, Kent, and 
Washington counties the average age of the decedents, in 1874, 
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nns less tliitii in the preceding year; in the other OivisioiiB of 
the State it wiis grentcr. In the towns of Providence county the 
iivertijro iigo was grontcr tliun in Pnividonce City, nnd this wna 
also the caso in 1873. Dnring the yeiir four pereons have died 
who have lieen reported to l)e over one hundted yenra of age. 
Two of these were in the town of Lincoln, and were females, — 
Olio of English parontiige, aged 100 years, and one of Americnn 
parentage aged 100 years 1 month and 4 days ; the other two 
were of colored birth and will he referred to farther on. 



PGROENTAOE OF DECEDENTS AT DIFFtRENT AOE8. 

The following Tiihle shows the percentage of decedents, in each 
division of ages, in each of the last ten years, and in the aggregate 
for two periods, — one of ten years and seven months, from Jnno 
Ist, 1852, to Devember Slat, 1862, incliisive, and one from 1863- 
1872, inclusive : 
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4.7 
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9.!, 
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MnnHovw 


l.a 


1.0 


0.8 


I.l 


0.8 


O.O 


1.3 


l.S 




0.fl 


1.1 


1.0 


Totnl 


IM.O 


100.0 


1..0 


„..,».. 


,00.0 


™.. 


■«.. 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


.«.o 



Wo see from this Table that, in 1874, the percentage of deaths 
under one year, was larger than in the preceding year, and 
sniallcr than in 1872; that of decedents between 1 and 2 was 
smaller than in either of the two preceding years. The percentage 
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of decedents from 2 to 5 was larger than in any year since 1865, 
and that of decedents from 5 to 10 was larger than in an}' year 
since 1869. The increase in these two last periods is doubtless due 
to the mortality of scarlet fever. In each decade from 10 to 40, 
and in that from 70 to 80, in 1874, the percentage of decedents was 
less than in 1873 : from 40 to 70 and upwards of 80 the percent- 
age of 1874 is above that of the preceding year. 

COLORED DECEDENTS. 

The number of deaths among colored persons in Khodo Island, 
in 1874, was 151, ov 9 less than in 1873. These deaths occurred 
in the different towns in the State as follows : Providence City 
103, Newport 16, Westerly 7, Bristol and East Greenwich each 
5, Warwick 3, Johnston and South Kingtown each 2 ; New Shore- 
ham, Portsmouth, Cranston, Lincoln, North Smithtield, Paw- 
tucket, Charlestown, and North Kingstown each one. 

Sex. — Of these deaths, 73 were of males, and 78 of females. 

Season. — These deaths occurred in the different months of the 
year as follows : 

Januaiy 7 August 9 

February 9 September 13 

March 9 October 14 

April....* 15 November -. 10 

May 18 December 15 

June 19 

July 13 Total 151 

The overage age of the colored decedents, in 1874, was as fol- 
lows : 

Providence City. Best of State. Whole State. 

Males 20.87 80.19 27.82 

Females 24.07 39.96 29.96 

In Johnston, one female of colored birth, died at the reported 
age of 101 years, and in Providence one colored male whose ago 
was reported as 107. 

SUMMARY OF COLORED POPULATION. 

The number of births, marriages and deaths among the colored 
population of Rhode Island, in the several divisions of the State, 
in 1874, as compared with the colored population by the census 
of 1875, is as follows : 
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COUNTIES. 



Bristol County 

Kent County 

Newport County 

Providence County, Towns 

Providence City 

Washington County 

Whole State 



P . 

P.IO 

£.2 
3 



249 

865 
1,021 

423 
3,487 

726 



6,271 



BIRTHS, 1874. 






12 
10 
16 
6 
109 
17 



170 



o c-e 

p. 5 



20.7 
36.5 
63.8 
70.5 
32.0 
42.7 



36.9 



Marriages, 
1874. 



p 



1 

2 

7 

7 

60 

8 



d 0? 



H S 



124.5 
91.2 
72.9 
30.2 
27.9 

121.0 



Deaths, 1874. 



80 



39.2 



s 

p 



5 

8 

18 

6 

103 

11 



d © j3 

PiO:a 



49.8 
45.6 
56.7 
70.5 
33.8 
33.0 



151 



41.5 



In 1873, there was one birth to every 31.5, one marringe to 
every 37.2, one death to every 32.1 of the colored population. 
Thus we see that, in 1874, there were fewer births, marriages and 
deaths among the colored popuhition in proportion to their num- 
ber. It may be here remarked that the colored population as given 
above, by the census of 1875, shows an increase of 1,137 over the 
census of 1870. 

The following Table shows the number of births, marriages, 
and deaths, among the colored population of Rhode Island, in 
each of the last fourteen years : 

1861 97 births 30 marriages 109 d eat hs. 

1862 96 births 23 marriages 90 deaths. 

1863 73blrths 68marriages 104death8. 

1864 69 births 35 marriages 121 deaths. 

1865 87 births 51 marriages 129 deaths. 

1866 124 births 65 marriages 123 deaths. 

1867 144 births 61 marriages 105 deaths. 

1868 ^ 147 births 84 marriages Ill deaths. 

1869 136 births 70 marriages 133 deaths. 

1870 158 births 70 marriages 128 deaths. 

1871 146birtlis 64 marriages 116 deaths. 

1872 171 births 76 marriages 184 deaths. 

1873 163 births 69 marriages 160 deaths. 

1874 170 births 80 marriages 151 deaths 



Total. 



.1,781 births 846 marriages 1,764 deaths. 



It is evident that in but one year preceding, were there as many 
births and marriages as in 1874. The number of deaths were less 
than in either of the two years preceding. In 1874 the births 
exceeded the deaths by 19, and for the period of fourteen years 
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this excess was 17. Comparing this statement with that of pre- 
vious reports, it will be found that to a ofradnally diminishing 
excess of deaths over births, there has succeeded, among the 
colored population, the above excess of births over deaths. 



CAUSES OF DEATH, i874. 



The whole number of deaths in Rhode Island in 1874, as has 
already been stated, was 4,229. In Tables VIII, IX, and X, we 
have given the sex, age, and parentage of the decedents from 
each cause of death, together with the number from each cause, 
in each month of the year, and the percentage of mortality from 
each cause, and from each class of causes, in each division of the 

State. 

We are glad to find in the returns for 1874, a still farther re- 
duction in the number of deaths from unknown causes. There 
were 152 cases of death reported as unknown, including 2 cases 
of sudden death. In 1873 there were 217 deaths thus reported 
with 5 cases of sudden death, and in 1872, 376 deaths from un- 
known causes with also 5 sudden deaths. 

The following Table shows the whole number of deaths re- 
ported in 1874, in each division of the State, and the number 
and proportion of the deaths in each division, for which no cause 
was assigned : 



Number of Deaths 
Cause not stated. . 

One in 



Bristol 
County. 


162 
3 


54 



■♦J 

p 
s 
o 






269 
17 



15.2 



P.9 
>. O 



238 
17 



14.0 



'C c F 
ft o o 



0} 


g 


o 


o 


a 




rovld 
City. 


shli 
oun 


5^ 


^ 


s: 



1,292 
76 



17,2 



1,092 
27 



276 
13 



o 



o 



15 



4,229 
152 



73.7 21.2 



27.8 
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The following Table shows the number of deaths reported as 
unknown, for each division of the State, and for the whole State 
in each of the last twelve years : 



YEARS. 



1863, one in. 

1864, " .. 



1865. 
1866. 
1867, 
1868, 
1869, 
1870, 
1871, 
1872, 
1873, 
1874, 



(( 
(( 
« 
(( 






16.5 

57 

64.3 

163.0 



33.2 
41.2 



151.0 
13.3 



54.0 



c 



11.2 

12.6 

27.4 

11.4 

13.6 

6.0 

5.8 

19.3 

81.2 

5.8 

16.0 

16.2 



o a 
fe o 

So 

125 



25.6 
11.6 
13.4 
22.4 
34.5 
20.3 
62.8 
23.6 
7.9 
10.0 
25.4 
14.0 



7n "^00 



6.9 
8.5 
8.2 
9.5 
7.4 
6.2 
5.3 

11.8 
8.4 
6.8 
9.8 

17.2 



o 
©•-"5 



46.7 
45.7 
55.0 
45.0 
64.0 
46.2 
83.6 
90.2 
83.6 
72.8 
102.5 
73.7 





• 


p3 


« 


O 


-s 


4J - 


»<• 


^^ 




.S s 


O 


A 3 


fTH 


00 O 


o 


ecu 


.a 


^ 


^ 


24.7 


14.7 


47.6 


16.1 


32.9 


16.4 


23.3 


17.3 


14.3 


14.8 


10.1 


10.1 


16.1 


11.3 


26.9 


23.6 


9.8 


13.0 


9.8 


11.3 


27.5 


20.3 


21.2 


27.8 



We thus sec that, in the whole State, the proportion of deaths 
returned as unknown is very much less than in any previous year. 
The greatest improvement has been made in the towns of Provi- 
dence county, where hitherto the dereliction has been most 
marked. We observe a rather marked increase in 1874 in the 
deaths from unknown causes in Newport County. We trust thjxt 
the improvement generally observed in the returns for this year, 
will continue to be manifest, until the proportion of deaths thus 
recorded is still farther reduced. 



PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

The following Table gives the thirteen principal causes 
death in Rhode Island, with the number* reported from each 
cause, in each of the last three years, and in the aggregate for 
nineteen years and seven months, from June 1st, 1852, to De- 
cember 3 1st, 1871 : 
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1874. 



Whole Number. .4,229 



Consumption 529 

Scarlatina 462 

Cholera Infantum 265 

Pneumonia and 
Conges. Lungs. 250 

Old Age.... 223 

Diseases of Heart, 214 

Apoplexy and Pa- 
ralysis 156 

Fevers Typhoid, 
Ac... 146 

Accidents (all 
kinds) 120 

Convulsions and 
Fits 95 

Cancer (all kinds) 87 

Croup 65 

Diphtheiia 59 



1873. 



Whole Number. .4,403 



Consumption. ... 580 

Scarlatina 287 

Cholei*a Infantum 285 

Old Age -.54 

Pneumonia and 
Conges. Lungs. 234 

Fever, Typhoid, 
&c 212 

Heart, Diseases of 189 

Accidents (vari- 
ous) 138 

Apoplexy and Pa- 
ralysis 134 

Cancer (all kinds) 106 

Convulsions and 
Fits 97 

Croup 68 

Measles 63 



1872. 



Whole Number.. 4,247 



Consumption 587 

Cholera Infantum 391 

Old Age 233 

Pneumonia 229 

Fever, Typhoid, 
&c 225 

Heart, Diseases of 189 

Apoplexy and Pa- 
ralysis 125 

Convulsions and 
Fits 120 

Accidents, (vari- 
ous) 116 

Diarrhoea 100 

Cancer (all kinds ) 95 

Dysentery 83 

Croup 66 



June 1st, 1852, to Dec. 
31st, 1871— 19 ys 7mos. 



Whole Number, 51 635 



Consumption... 8,955 

Old Age ".. 2,783 

Pneumonia 2,758 

Cholera Infan- 
tum 2,234 

Scarlatina 2,220 

Fevers, Typhoid, 
&c 1,939 

Dysentei-y 1,818 

Heait,Dis. of... 1,703 

Apoploxy and 
Paralysis 1,652 

Accidents (all 
kinds) 1,599 

Croup 1,101 

Convulsions and 
Fits 1,045 

Hydrocephalus,. 909 



We see from this Table thut in 1874 the deaths from Consump- 
tion, Cholera Infantum, Old Age, Fevers and Accidents have 
diminished as compared with 1873. There was a large increase 
in the number of deaths from Scarlatina, it being by far the larg- 
est ever reported. There was also an increase in the deaths from 
Pneumonia, Diseases of the Heart, and Apoplexy and Paralysis. 
Diphtheria in 1874 takes the place of Measles in 1873, and it is 
the first time since 1866 that this disease has appeared among the 
thirteen principal causes of death. In 1866 the deaths from this 
disease were 64; there were 57 in 1871, and this is the largest 
number in any one j'^ear since 1866 up to the present report. The 
uniformity in the number of deaths from Croup during the last 
three years is a striking fact in the above Table. 

We may as well mention here that, in 1874, there were but 
eight deaths from Small Pox in Rhode Island. In the preceding 
year there were 28. We thus have new testimony to the zeal and 
faithfulness of the officers of health in the different towns in the 
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State, in protecting the inhabitants from this disease. It proves 
beyond doubt that vaccination under their auspices is thoroughly 
and carefully performed. 

The following Table shows the sex, parentage, and ages of the 
decedents, with the season and locality of their deaths, in connec- 
tion with sixteen of the most important causes of death, in Rhode 
Island, in 1874. 

11 
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ACCIDENTS. 

We find, in 1874, that 120 deaths are reported from accidents, 
including 5 from poisoning, and 39 from drowning. In 1873, 
there were 138 deaths from accident, and of that number 14 were 
from drowning, and also in that year 5 from poisoning. In 1874, 
there were 16 deaths, as in 1873, from railroad accidents; with 
one exception these were all of foreigners, and, with three excep- 
tions, above 20 years of age. Of the whole number of deaths 
from accident, more than half were of foreign birth, and one- 
quarter were under 5 years of age, 

SCARLATINA. 

It has already been stated that the number of deaths from this 
disease (462) in 1874, is the largest ever reported. More than 
ten per cent, of the entire mortality was from this cause. The 
deaths were equally divided between the sexes, and sixty-two 
per cent, were Jimong those of foreign parentage. As in 
1873, sixty per cent, of the mortality from this cause occurred in 
children under 5 years of age. In the period from 5 to 10 there 
were 122 deaths, or more than twenty-five per cent. Six persons 
over 20 years of age died from this cause. The largest number 
of monthly deaths from this cause was 63 in June, and the next 
largest 57 in January; in the preceding month, December, 1873, 
the deaths from scarlet fever were 58. Thus at the commence- 
ment of the year, there was a gradual diminution in the monthly 
mortality from this cause, with the exception of April. After the 
maximum, in June, the mortality from scarlatina dropped down 
to the minimum monthly mortality, 18 in September, and again 
rose to 36 in December. 

The following Table shows the whole number of deaths, and 
the number of deaths from scarlatina, with the proportion of the 
whole number in each of the divisions of the State, in 1874 : 
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We thus see that the weight of this epidemic, if it may be 
30 called, continuing hs it did throughout the entire year, foil upon 
the city and county of Providence, The entire immunity of New- 
\Ktrt county is worthy of special* notice. 

The following Table presents, for each of the last twenty years, 
the whole number of deaths, the number from Scarlatina, with 
the pereentnge of the whole number, the sex and parentage, (so 
far as possible,) of the decedents, and the number of decedents in 
each division of the State : 
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Of 1,976 deaths, from Scarlatina from 1863-1874, inclusive, 
1,1(53 were of children under 5 years of age. 
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We see by the above Table that in no year has the number of 
deaths, or the percentage of mortality, from Scarlet Fever, been 
as large as in 1874, and also that the deaths from this cause in the 
city and county of Providence were larger than in any previous 
year. 

" The following Table shows the proportion of deaths from Scar- 
latina, to the whole number of deaths, in each division of the 
State, for the last twenty years : 
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We thus see that, for a period of twenty years, the largest pro- 
portionate mortality from this cause has been in the City of Provi- 
dence, and the smallest in Kent county. It is worthy of notice 
that, for this period, Bristol county presents the same proportion- 
ate mortality as the towns of Providence county. 

In the preceding report we presented a Table showing the 
proportionate mortality from Scarlatina, in each division of the 
State, at six periods when the deaths from this cause were the 
most numerous. We append it below, with the additional record 
of 1874 : 

PROrORTIONATE MORTALlTr FROM SCARLATINA. 
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The idea ia gaining ground among aanitarians thnt Scarlatina is 
one of the preventable diseases, that, liiie typhoid fever and 
diplitlieria, it owes its origin to nnfavorable conditions of cleanli- 
ness, coming under tlie class designated by a late English writer 
as " filth diseases ;" that from such an origin it spreads aliite 
through the abodes of the rich and the poor. If such is the fact, 
it would afford some grounds for the hope that, by a still more 
vigorous police inspection, the largo rate of mortality of 1874, 
would not again be repeated. 

CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

The number of deaths from Cholera Infantum in Rhode Island, 
in 1874, was 265, or 20 less than in 1873, and 126 less than in 
1872. Of the whole number of (265) deaths in 1874, 116 were 
of American, and 150 of foreign parentage: 140 were males and 
125 females; 199 were under one year of age, and 63 between 
one and two years. Of these deaths 134 occurred in the City of- 
Providence. 

The following Table shows the number of deaths from Cholera 
Infantum, for each of the last ten yeare, with the eex and parent- 
age of the decedentS) and the number in each division of the 
State: 
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We find from this summary that, of the whole number of 
deaths from Cholera Infantum in ten years, 51.6 per cent, were 
males, and 53.4 per cent, were of foreign parentage. Of the 
whole number, 57.4 per cent, died under one year of age. As to 
locality, we find that 40.9 per cent, were in the City of Provi- 
dence, and 35.6 per cent, in the towns of Providence county, 
leaving but 23.5 per cent, for the rest of the State. 

CONSUMPTION. 

The number of deaths from Consumption in Rhode Island, in 
1874, was 529, or 51 less than in the previous year. 

The following Table shows the total number of deaths from all 
knownjcausesy with the number and percentage from Consump- 
tion, in the several divisions of the State, in each of the last ten 
years, and in the aggregate for fifteen years, viz. : from 1860- 
1874: 
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By the above Table it will be seen that the percentage of the 
deaths from Consumption, as compared with those of all known 
causes, wat> less in 1874 than in any previous year, and it is still 
more gratifying to find that, for seven years, with a single excep- 
tion, there has been a constant reduction in this percentage. 

The following Table shows the population of the State, the 
number of deaths from Consumption, and the number to each 
1,000 of the population in the given years : 
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Years. 



I860 
1865 
1870 
1874 



Population. 



Deaths from Consumption. 



174,619 
184,965 
217,353 
258,239 



503 or 2.88 to each 1.000 inhabitants. 

.547 or 2.96 to each 1,000 inhabitants. 

.575 or 2.69to each 1,000 inhabitants. 

,529 or 2.05 to each 1,000 inhabitants. 



We have selected the above years because, with the exception 
of 1874, they are years in which a census of the State has been 
taken. The succeeding report will present a more fair compari- 
son so far as the census of 1875 is concerned, but we think it is 
quite evident that a diminution in the mortality of Consumption 
has taken place. It is probable that, with increased knowledge 
as to hygienic laws and increased attention to the surroundings of 
our houses, the rate of mortality from this disease will still con- 
tinue to diminish. 



PNEUMONIA AND CONGESTION OF THE LUNGS. 

There were 250 deaths reported from tiiese causes in Rhode 
Island in 1874, or 16 more than in 1873, and the largest number 
previously reported from these causes. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last ten years, the 
whole number of deaths, the number from these causes, with the 
percentage of the whole number, the sex and parentage of the 
decedents, and the number in each division of the State : 
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And the following Table shows the ages of the decedcuts from 
these (liscjisfs, in each of the same years : 
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"VVe see fi(Hii these Tables that, although Uie mortality from 
these cuubcs, in 1874, was considerably larger than in cither of the 
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previous years, the percentage of mortality has been greater in 
two or three years. The proportion of deaths among females was 
greater than it has been for several years, and there was quite an 
increase in the deaths among the foreign population, as compared 
with 1873. It will be observed that the number of deaths, of 
American parentage, was the same as in 1873. The chief in- 
crease occurred in the city and county of Providence. From the 
second of the above Tables we find that, in 1874, the number of 
children dying of Pneumonia was much smaller than in 1873, 
while there was an increase in every decade from 20 to 80, it being 
specially marked in the decade from 60 to 70. Attention has 
already been drawn, under the head of Meteorology, to the fact 
that 45 of the deaths from Pneumonia occurred in the month of 
April, which, it was stated, was the coldest April in forty- three 
years, and this number of deaths was the largest ever reported in 
any one month from this cause. More than 30 per cent, of the 
whole number of deaths from this cause occurred in the two 
months of April and May. 

Looking at the total number of deaths from these causes for ten 
years, as given in the above Table, we find that the percentage of 
mortality is nearly the same as that of 1874. The equality 
of the sexes is quite remarkable. Of the whole number of deaths 
from these causes, 36 per cent, were under five years of age, and 
more than 75 per cent, were in the city and county of Providence, 
46 per cent, being in the city alone. 

DISEASES OF THE HEART. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last ten years, the 
whole number of deaths, the number of deaths from these dis- 
eases, with the percentage of the whole number, the sex and 
parentage of the decedents, and the number in each division of 
the State : 
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We observe, by these Tables, that the deaths in 1874 from 
these diseases were moi-e numerous tlian in any previous year, 
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and the percentage of the entire mortality was greater. There 
were 35 more deutha under these beads than in 1873, and this 
increase ia entirely among males and among those of American 
parentiige ; indeed, there is a diminution in the number of females, 
and of those of foreign parentage dying from these causes. There 
was quite an increase in the number of deaths from 60 to 70 years 
of age ; in the earlier periods of life there arc but slight variations. 
Looking at the total for ten years, we find that, of these 
deaths, 53 per cent, are of males, and 67 per cent, of American 
parentage. About 48 per cent, of these deaths were in the City 
of Providence, and nearly 40 per cent, were in the period of life 
from 60 to 80. 

AFOPLEXr AND PARALYSIS. 

There were 156 deaths from Apoplexy and Paralysis in Rhode 
Island, in 1874, or 22 more than in the preceding year. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last ten years, the 
whole number of deaths, the number of deaths from these causes, 
with the percentage of the whole number, the sex and parentage 
of the decedents, and the number in each division of the State : 
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T!ic fi)ll()wing Tiible shows the ages of the decedents from these 
diseases, in each of the same years ; 
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We observe by the above Tables that the increase in the deaths 
from these causes was among males ; the numhei* of deaths was the 
same as in 187 1 , but then the relations of the sexes were reversed. 
The increase, in 1874, was evenly divided aa to parentage, al- 
though, as heretofore, a far larger number of the decedents from 
these causes are of American parentage. The increase of 1874 
was chiefly in the towns of Providence county, there being but 
two more than in 1873 in the City of Providence. In the peri- 
ods of life there are, as compared with 1873, but slight variations 
up to the decade of 50 years, snd the most marked differences are 
in the two periods from 50 to 60, and upwards of 80. 

From the total we find that, in ten years, the sexes are quite 
evenly divided, and almost 80 per cent, were of American parent- 
age. More than one-fourth of the number of deaths from this 
cause occurred in the decade from 70 to 80, and more than one- 
third of the whole number of deaths were in the City of PtotI- 
dence. 
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TTPBOID FEVER. 

In 1874, there were 117 deaths from Typhoid Fever reported 
in the State of Bbode lalaud. There were no deaths from 
Tjphiis Fever. The nnmher of deaths from Typhoid Fever is 
much less than in 1873, when H!5 were reported. 

The following Table shows the whole number of deaths, the 
number from Typhoid and Typhus Fever, with the percentage of 
the whole number, the sex and parentiige of the decedents, and 
the number in each division of the State, for each of the lust ten 
years : 
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The following Table shows the ages of the decedents from tl 
diseases, in each of the same years : 
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From the first of these Tables we find that, in ltf74, the num- 
ber of deaths from Typhoid Fever was smuller than iu any year 
since 1869, and the percentage of the entire mortality smaller 
than in either of the last ten years. While there was u slight 
increase in the deaths in Providence City, there is a marked dimi- 
nution in the towns of Providence comity, and also in Washington 
county. We also observe a marked diminntion in the number of 
deaths in the periods of life from 30 to 60. 

Looking at the total for ten years, we find that the deaths 
among females arc slightly larger than among males, and there is 
fi decided majority in the deaths of American parentage. Of nil 
the deaths for ten years, 36 per cent, occurred iu the towns of 
Providence county, and 34 per cent, in the City of Providence. 
Of all the deaths in ten years, 42 per cent, were between the ages 
of 15 and 30. 



We present, in conclusion, some comparisons between the rela- 
tive mortality of the different diseases, to which our attention has 
been turned in the last few pages. 

The following Table presents the percentage oT the entire mor- 
tality from the given diseases, for each of the last ten years, and 
for the aggregate. 
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It is evident from this comptiii?on tliat Iho percentage of the 
first throe iliyeases, in 1874, fiilU lielow tlie uggregato of It-'ii 
^yeius, and especially is this true of Consiim|jtini) iiiid Typhoid 
Fever. The Diseases of the Heart and Apoplexy and Pavalysis 
show a percentage higlier than the aggregate. Typhoid Fever, 
which has ranked third in the aggregate for ten years, was, in 
1874, the fifth on the list. 

Finally, we present, for the first lime, a Tahlo showing the pro- 
portionate mortality to each 1 ,000 of the popnhitiun, according to 
the census of 1875, in each division of the Slate, from alt causes, 
and from the diseases which we have considered, for the year 1874. 
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We see from this Tahle, in the first place, that the death-rate 
of the State was unusually 8mall, and then that the smailei^t dcntb- 
ratc occurred in Newport county. In the V\Xy of Newport the 
death-rate for the vear was hut 9.91 per 1,000 of the inbuhitauts. 
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As might be expected, the largest death-rate occurred in the City 
of Providence, although it is far below that of many cities, some 
larger and others smaller than our own. The contrast between 
Bristol and Newport counties is quite marked, and the greater 
mortality of the former is perhaps due to the larger element of the 
manufacturing class that enters into its population. 

In all the diseases mentioned, we find the highest rate of mor- 
tality in the City of Providence, with the exceptions of Diseases 
of the Heart and Apoplexy and Paralysis. In the former, New- 
port county, and in the latter diseases, Bristol county, show the 
largest rates. The Vitality of the epidemic of Scarlatina, to which 
we have referred, becomes apparent when wc see that its death- 
rate in the City of Providence was nearly that of Consumption, 
and in Bristol county exceeded that of the latter disease. In the 
mortality from Consumption we are surprised to find the thickly 
settled towns of Providence county presenting the smallest death- 
rate, and the agricultural district of Washington county coming 
next to the City of Providence. Typhoid Fever, we observe, has 
the highest death-rate, next to the City of Providence, in Kent 
county, and then in the towns of Providence county. 

We cannot pursue the various lines of comparison that the 
above Table presents. It is from such a bringing together of 
the relative rates of mortality, that we can alone arrive at true 
ideas of the fatal influences of different diseases upon communities, 
and such an exhibition will often overturn many preconceived 
and. apparently well-grounded theories. 

E. T. C. 

Pkovidence, October 9th, 1875. 



APPENDIX. 



The Registration Law of Rliode Island. 



GENERAL STATUTES, CHAPTER 77, PAGE 180. 



Section 1. (As amended June 3, 1875.) The town clerks of the several 
towns, or in lieu thereof, any person whom the board of aldermen of any city, 
or the town council of any town, may appoint for that purpose, are hereby 
authoinzed and required to obtain, chronologically record and index, as re- 
quired by the forms prescribed by the third section of this chapter, all infor- 
mation concerning births, maiTiages and deaths, occurring among the inhab- 
itants of their respective towns; and on or before the first M(»nday of March, 
annually, to make duly certified returns thereof to the Secretary of State, for 
each year ending on the thirty-first day of December, accompanying the same 
with a list of those individuals required by law to make returns to him, who 
have neglected the same, and with such remarks relating to the object of the 
law as they may deem important to communicate. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of State shall receive the returns made in pursuance 
of the preceding section, and annually, with such assistance as shall be ren- 
dered by any authorized committee of the Rhode Island Medical Society, make 
and publish, not exceeding one thousand copies, a general abstract and report 
thereof, in form as prescribed by section third of this chapter. He shall also 
cause said returns to be arranged, full alphabetical indices of all the names to 
be made, the whole to be bound in convenient sized volumes, and carefully 
preserved in his office, for which he shall receive the sum of fifty dollars. 

Sec. 3. The blank forms required to carry out the provisions of this chapter, 
shall, on application, be furnished by the Secretary of State, to clergymen, 
physicians, undertakers, town clerks, clerks of the Society of Friends, and 
other persons requiring them, substantially after the following forms, viz. : The 
record of a birlh shall state the date and place of birth, name and sex of the 
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child, whether living or still-born, the name and surname, color, occupation, 
residence and birth-place of the parents, and the time c»f recording, so far as 
the same can be ascertained. The record of a marriac/e shall state the date of 
the marriage, place, name, residence, and official station of the person by whom 
married, names and surnames of the parties, age, color, occupation, and resi- 
dence of each, condition, (whether single or widowed,) what marriage, if sec- 
ond, third, or other marriage, the occupation, birth-place and names of their 
parents, and the lime of recording, so far as the same can be ascertained. The 
record of deaths shall state the date of death, name and surname of deceased, 
the sex, color and condition, (single or married )v age, occupation, place of 
death, place of birth, names and birth-place of parents, disease or cause of 
death, and the time of recording, so far as can be ascertained. 

OF MARRIAGES. 

Sec 4. Every Society of Friends, clergymen, and all others authorized to 
join persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such rite per- 
formed by them, in manner and form aforesaid, and return the same on or 
before the second Monday of every month, for the last preceding month, to the 
clerk of the town in which siu*h rite shall have been performed ; and no mar- 
riage shall be solemnized, until the parties shall have signed, and delivered to 
the authority about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a Society of Friends, a 
certificate containing the informalion required for the record of a marriage, as 
prescribed in the third section of this chapter. 

OP BIRTHS. 

Sec. 5. The clerk of every town shall, annually, in the month of January, 
collect the facts required by section third of this chapter, in relation to all 
children born in the town during the year ending the thirty-fii'st day of Decem- 
ber next preceding; and for each full report of a birth so obtained, the clerk 
shall receive ten cents, to be paid by the town in which the birth is recorded. 

OF DEATHS. 

Sec. 6. (As amended June 3, 1875.) Whenever any person shall die, or 
any still-born child shall be brought forth, in this State, it shall be the duty of 
the physician attending at such bnnging forth or last sickness, if any physician 
so attended, within forty-eight hours after such death or bringing forth, to 
leave with the family, if any, or person having the care of the deceased, or the 
person bringing forth such still-born child, or to give to the undertaker or per- 
son who conducts the funeral, a certificate stating, in case of a death, the 
name of the deceased, the date of the death, and the disease or cause of the 
death, and in case of the bringing forth of a still-born child, the date and the 
cause of such child being brought forth still-born. 

OF UNDERTAKERS. 

Sec. 7. There may be appointed by the town authorities of every town, a 
sufficient number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure 
of the authorities. 
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Sec. 8. (As amended June 3, 1875 ) The undertaker, or the person who 
shall conduct a funeral, or who shall bury or deposit In a tomb, or who shall 
remove from this State or otherwise dispose of the remains of any deceased 
pei-son or still born child, shall first obtain the pliysician's certificate required 
by section 6 of this chapter, if a physician was in attendance upon such person 
who has deceased, or the person bringing forth such still-born child, and shall 
return the same, together wiih his own certificate of the facts r(?quircd by sec- 
ti(»n 3, as hereby amended, on or before the second Monchiy of the next suc- 
ceeding month to the clerk of the town where su( h death or bringing forth 
took place. 

Sec. 9. Any town may enact municipal laws, more eftectually to attain the 
objects herein contemplated : Provided, tliey do not conflict with tlie main and 
specific object of this act, viz : to secure the most perfect registration. 

OF FEES. 

Sec. 10. (As amended June 3, 187.'>.) The town clerks or persons appointed 
as aforesaid shall receive for each record of a death, made and returned as re- 
quired by law, and for each record of a marriage, made and returned as 
required by law, twenty cents; to be paid to them out of their respective town 
treasuries : Frovidcdy that the yearly compensation to be paid out of the town 
treasury, as aforesaid, to any one town clerk i>r person appointed as aforesaid, 
who shall faithfully periorm tlie duties prescribed by this ciiapter, shall not be 
less tlian five dollars. Undertakers and others making returns of deaths as 
required in secti(m eight of this chapter, sh:ill receive for e:ich full report of a 
death made to the town clerk, five cenis in the cities of Providence or New- 
port, and ten cents in the other towns of the State. 

Sec 11. If any clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, clerk of any 
meeting of the Society of Friends, or other j)ersons, shall willfully neglect or 
refuse to perform nny of the duties imposed on, or required of him, by this 
chapter, he shall, at the discretion of the court or justice trying the cause, be 
fined not exceeding twenty dollars for each offence; one-half thereof to the use 
of the town in whidi the oflV?nce shall occur, the other half to the use of the 
person who shall complain of the same. 

Sec. 1-^ In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no clergyman, 
physicitm, coroner, undertaker, or clerk of the Society of Friends, neglects to 
make the returns specified in this chapter, each of the v«aid parti(;s shall cause 
his name and residence to be recorded in the clerk's ofiice of the town where 
ho resides. 

Sec 13. No letters of administration or letters testamentary shall be 
granted by any court of probate, upon the (?ftects or estate of any p(»rs<m until 
the death of such person, or the facts from which the same is presumed, shall 
be duly certified as near as may be, to the town clerk, in order that the same 
may be duly registered according to the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec 14. (As amended June 3, 1875.) The person appointed as provid(?d in 
section one of this chapter, shall be entitled to have the custody of all records 
of births, deaths or marriages of the town or city for which he is appointed, 
wlietlua* ma<le under the statute now in force, or any former statute, and a cer- 
tificate signed by him as town or city registrar, (reriifying that any writtijn or 
printe<l statem(;nt of any marriage, birth or death is a true copy of the record 
in his custody, shall be admitted x\?i prima facie proof of such marriage, birth 
or death. 
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Sec. 15. llirtiis, insvriiigM, and deaths of non-residonte slinll bu distin- 
guished from those of residents, in tlie returns, bylreing (irrnngcd sepuvstoly- 

Sec- 16. The Secretary of State mny, from time to Lime, vnry the forms of 
retnrns, niid require such ndditional informiition Jis ho may consider necessary 
to affect the object of this chaptei. 

Seo 17. The sum ol throe hnndiiid nnd fifty dolhirs, nr.nurtlly. to be diiiwn 
for by tlie Secreting of Stnle, is Appropriated out of the general lieasury, to 
defray the expense incident to examining, collecting nnd arranging the regis- 
tration returns, making t)ie neceeaiiry tables, and dr^vwing up the report re- 
quired hy the second section of tliis chapter. 

Skc. la The town clerks, or other officers appoinleil under this chapter, to 
collect, lecord and return the births in tlie sevei-al towns, shiill receive fees 
therefor ss follows: For collecting the fHOts rpqiiirod in rel.-ition to births 
fifteen cents ench For making record and retnm of those facts, as required by 
hiw. twenty cents eaeii for the firsl fifty entries, in each calendnr year, and ten 
cents for each subficquent entry anil return. 



^^B AN ACT IN ADDITION TO CHAPTER 187 OF THE GENERAl, STATUTES, "OT 
^^~' CLERICS OP THE BUPftEME CODRT AND COUllT OF COMMON PI.EA8." 



CHAETEfl 3(10. 



II M enaded by the Oenernl Assembli) as follows -■ 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of Hie clerks of the Supreme Coart. in the 
several counties, on or before the first day of March, in each and every year, 
to make returns to the Secretary of State for the year ending on the thlrty-firsE 
day of December preceding, ol all the applications for divorce, showing the 
number, the niimbei* granted, and tlie causes which nre given for the applica- 
tion, but without the mimes of the parlies, in accordance with the blanka which 
shall be fumished Lheiu by the Secretary of Stale, and like returns shall be 
made on or l>eforc the iirst day of August next, for tlie years 1873 and 1873, 




